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SAFEGUARDS 

US - VERMONT APPROVES MEASURES TO DISCLOSE 
HAZARDOUS CHEMICALS IN CHILDREN’S PRODUCTS 
Vermont has recently approved ‘An Act Relating to the Regulation of Toxic Substances’ to regulate Chemicals 
of High Concern to Children in children’s product. The enforcement date for reporting will take effect on 1 July 

2016. 

CONSUMER GOODS AND RETAIL 

In January 2014, a number of jurisdictions in the US introduced bills to regulate 
chemicals of high concern to children (CHCCs) / priority chemicals (PCs) in consumer 
products, including products primarily for children. These included Connecticut, 
Florida, Oregon and Vermont.1 
 
On 10 June 2014, the Governor of Vermont signed S.239 ‘AN ACT RELATING TO 
THE REGULATION OF TOXIC SUBSTANCES’ into law which regulates CHCCs in 
products for children under 12.2 The new law requires the manufacturer or the 
manufacturer’s trade association to report the presence of a CHCC to the 
Department of Health (DoH) if the CHCC is in an accessible component of a 
children’s product, and is 
 

 Intentionally added at a level above the Practical Quantitation Limit (PQL) or 

 Present as a contaminant ( 100 ppm) 

 
The list of 66 CHCCs under Vermont is identical to the 66 CHCCs under 
Washington’s Children’s Safe Products Act (CSPA). The presence of CHCCs is to be 
disclosed biennially and will commence on 1 July 2016. By implementing the new 
law, Vermont joins the states of California,3 Maine,4 and Washington5 in reporting 
CHCCs or similar categories of chemicals in consumer products, including those for 
children. 
 
Highlights of the new law are summarised in Table 1. 

1 SGS-Safeguard 052/14  
2 Act 188  
3 SGS-Safeguard 061/14 and references therein 
4 SGS-Safeguard 218/13 and references therein 
5 SGS-Safeguard 201/13 and references therein  
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http://newsletter.sgs.com/eNewsletterPro/uploadedimages/000006/sgs-safeguards-06114-california-priority-green-chemistry-a4-en-14.pdf�
http://www.leg.state.vt.us/docs/2014/Acts/ACT188.pdf�
http://newsletter.sgs.com/eNewsletterPro/uploadedimages/000006/sgs-safeguards-21813-us-maine-chemicals-of-high-concern-a4-en-13.pdf�
http://newsletter.sgs.com/eNewsletterPro/uploadedimages/000006/sgs-safeguards-20113-us-washington-state-amends-chemicals-under-childrens-safe-product-a4-en-13.pdf�


CONSUMER PRODUCTS        NO. 121/14 JUNE 2014   P.2 

FOR ENQUIRIES:    
  
Global Competence Support Centre: 
gcsc@sgs.com 
 
HK– Hingwo Tsang Tel: +852 2774 7420 or 
Hingwo.Tsang@sgs.com 
 

Asia – Hong Kong,  
Tel: +852 2334 4481,  
mktg.hk@sgs.com 
 
Australasia – Perth.  
Tel: +61 (0) 3 9790 3418  
au.cts@sgs.com 
 
Europe – London – UK.  
Tel: +44(0) 203 008 7860 
gb.cts.sales@sgs.com 
 
Africa & Middle East – Turkey.  
Tel: +90 212 368 40 00 
sgs.turkey@sgs.com 
 
Americas – USA.  
Tel: +1 973 575 5252 
uscts.inquiries@sgs.com 
 
www.sgs.com/cgnr  
 
 

© SGS Group Management SA – 2014– All rights reserved 
- SGS is a registered trademark of SGS Group 
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parties’ contents submitted or licensed for use by SGS. SGS 
neither endorses nor disapproves said 3rd parties contents. This 
publication is intended to provide technical information and shall 
not be considered an exhaustive treatment of any subject 
treated. It is strictly educational and does not replace any 
legal requirements or applicable regulations. It is not 
intended to constitute consulting or professional advice. The 
information contained herein is provided “as is” and SGS does 
not warrant that it will be error-free or will meet any particular 
criteria of performance or quality. Do not quote or refer any 
information herein without SGS’s prior written consent. 

TABLE 1.  

VERMONT ACT 188 
(S.239, 2014 SESSION) 

SUBSTANCE SCOPE REQUIREMENT 
ENFORCEMENT DATE 
OF REPORTING 

Chemicals of 
high concern to 
children (CHCCs) 

Products for children under the age of 12, 
including 
  
 Clothing 
 Cosmetics 
 Jewellery 
 Products to help child with sucking 

or teething, to facilitate sleep, 
relaxation, or feeding 

 Toys 
 Child car seat 

Manufacturer or trade association 
representative to report CHCC in 
accessible component of children’s 
product to the Dept of Health if CHCC is 
  
 Intentionally added at a level above 

PQL or 

 Present as a contaminant (100 
ppm) 

Biennially starting 1 July 
2016 

Remark 
 Practical Quantitation Limit (PQL) to be established for each CHCC 
 List of CHCCs to be reviewed biennially; commencing 1 July 2017 
 Format for reporting to be specified by Commissioner 
 The law mandates a reporting fee 
 Reporting exempted for CHCC as contaminant if manufacturer implemented quality control and exercised due diligence to 

minimise the presence of contaminant in children’s product 

Throughout our global network of laboratories, we are able to provide a range of 
services, including analytical testing and consultancy for CHCCs and other restricted 
substances in consumer products for the US and International markets. Please do 
not hesitate to contact us for further information. 
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