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SAFEGUARDS 

EU NOTIFIES THE ADDITION OF TEXTILE-CONTAINING 
PRODUCTS TO REACH RESTRICTION 
The European Union (EU) is proposing to expand the restriction of nonylphenol ethoxylates to articles or parts of 
articles containing at least 80% textile fibres. If published in the Official Journal, the enforcement date will be at 

the end of 2020. 

CONSUMER GOODS AND RETAIL 

On 16 April 2015, the World Trade Organisation (WTO) circulated Notification G/TBT/
N/EU/280 from the EU to create a new Entry 46a for nonylphenol ethoxylates (NPEs, 
also known as NPEOs) under ANNEX XVII of REACH. The draft Commission 
Regulation would expand the current scope of restriction of NPEOs to include  

 textile articles which consist of at least 80% textile fibres and  

 other textile articles that contain a part that consists of at least 80% textile 

fibres 
 
Under the proposal, the scope of such products are those which can reasonably be 
expected to be washed in water during their normal lifecycle and will cover 
unfinished, semi-finished and finished goods, including 

 Accessories 

 Clothing for people, toys and animals 

 Interior textiles, fibres, yarn, fabrics and knitted panels 

 
The proposed date of adoption will be the last quarter of 2015. The Regulation will 
enter into force on the 20th day after publication in the Official Journal and will be 
enforced 60 months thereafter (end of 2020). 
 
Highlights of the draft Commission Regulation are summarised in Table 1. 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/tbt/en/search/?tbtaction=search.detail&num=280&Country_ID=EU&dspLang=EN&BASDATEDEB=&basdatedeb=&basdatefin=&baspays=EU&basnotifnum=280&basnotifnum2=280&bastypepays=EU&baskeywords=�
http://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/tbt/en/search/?tbtaction=search.detail&num=280&Country_ID=EU&dspLang=EN&BASDATEDEB=&basdatedeb=&basdatefin=&baspays=EU&basnotifnum=280&basnotifnum2=280&bastypepays=EU&baskeywords=�
http://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/tbt/en/search/?tbtaction=search.detail&num=280&Country_ID=EU&dspLang=EN&BASDATEDEB=&basdatedeb=&basdatefin=&baspays=EU&basnotifnum=280&basnotifnum2=280&bastypepays=EU&baskeywords=�
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FOR ENQUIRIES:    
  
Global Competence Support Centre: 
gcsc@sgs.com 
 
HK– Hingwo Tsang Tel: +852 2774 7420 or 
Hingwo.Tsang@sgs.com 
 

Asia – Hong Kong,  
Tel: +852 2334 4481,  
mktg.hk@sgs.com 
 
Australasia – Perth.  
Tel: +61 (0) 3 9790 3418  
au.cts@sgs.com 
 
Europe – London – UK.  
Tel: +44(0) 203 008 7860 
gb.cts.sales@sgs.com 
 
Africa & Middle East – Turkey.  
Tel: +90 212 368 40 00 
sgs.turkey@sgs.com 
 
Americas – USA.  
Tel: +1 973 575 5252 
uscts.inquiries@sgs.com 
 
www.sgs.com/cgnr  
 
 

© SGS Group Management SA – 2015– All rights reserved 
- SGS is a registered trademark of SGS Group 
Management SA. This is a publication of SGS, except for 3rd 
parties’ contents submitted or licensed for use by SGS. SGS 
neither endorses nor disapproves said 3rd parties contents. 
This publication is intended to provide technical information 
and shall not be considered an exhaustive treatment of any 
subject treated. It is strictly educational and does not replace 
any legal requirements or applicable regulations. It is not 
intended to constitute consulting or professional advice. The 
information contained herein is provided “as is” and SGS does 
not warrant that it will be error-free or will meet any particular 
criteria of performance or quality. Do not quote or refer any 
information herein without SGS’s prior written consent. 

TABLE 1.  

DRAFT COMMISSION REGULATION TO CREATE NEW ENTRY 46A UNDER ANNEX XVII OF REACH 

ENTRY SUBSTANCE SCOPE REQUIREMENT 
DATE OF 
ADOPTION 

DATE OF ENFORCEMENT 

46a Nonylphenol 
Ethoxylates 
(NPEOs) 

Textile articles which can 
reasonably be washed in water 
during their normal life cycle. 

 100 mg/kg Last quarter of 
2015 

60 Months after date of entry 
into force 
(end of 2020) 

Exemption 

 Second-hand textile articles 

 New textile articles manufactured exclusively from recycled textiles  

Throughout our global network of laboratories, we are able to provide a range of 
services, including analytical testing and consultancy, for NPEOs in textile-containing 
articles for the EU and international markets. Please do not hesitate to contact us for 
further information. 
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