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EU Regulation for Materials in Contact with Food

The new EU Regulation on materials and articles intended to come into contact with food, No 1935/2004 of 27
October 2004, replaces the two EU Directives 80/590/EEC and 89/109/EEC.
The general requirements for materials and articles stated in Regulation (EC) No 1935/2004 are similar to those in
89/109/EEC:
e Should comply with Good Manufacturing Practice
e Should not:
0 Transfer their constituents to food that could endanger human health.
0 Bring about an unacceptable change in the composition of food
0 Bring about deterioration in the organoleptic characteristics of food
The new Regulation defines some specific requirements for “active” and “intelligent” materials used in food contact
products:
“Active” materials
o Refer to materials designed to release or absorb substances into or from packaged food to maintain or improve
the condition of the packaged food
e Shall not mislead consumers about the conditions of food by changing the composition or organoleptic
characteristics of food.
“Intelligent” materials
o Refer to materials designed to monitor the condition of the packaged food
e Shall not provide consumers with misleading information about the conditions of food.

Should any new substances be used in the manufacturing of materials and articles intended for contact with food,
application for registration and authorization is imperative. The following information is a pre-requisite for this
registration:

e identity of the substances
physical, chemical properties II

intended use of the substances
microbiological properties
authorization (or recognition of the substances)
migration data in contact with foodstuff
residual content of the substances

e toxicological data
Moreover, the information of the materials and articles should be traceable at all
stages such as manufacturing, processing, and distribution and appropriate documents should be available upon
request. This requirement will be enforced from 27 October 2006.
Products which have complied with food grade safety, but have not yet come into contact with food when sold, shall
be properly labeled. They shall be accompanied with:

e A word “for food contact”, a specific indication of their use or the “glass and fork” symbol (see above). This

has been well defined in 80/590/EEC Directive
e The name or trade name and the address or registered office of the party that is responsible for placing the
materials or articles on the market
e Special instructions and precautions on how to use the final product if necessary. .
e Adequate labeling for traceability
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