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                    HARDLINES 

SAFEGUARDS 

The harmonized standards list for Toys, in accordance with Directive 88/378/EEC, has recently been updated. 
The safety standard EN71-6:1994 - Graphical symbol for age warning labelling has been withdrawn from the 

harmonization list. In addition, the graphical age warning symbol requirement is now in direct compliance with 
EN71-1:2005+A8:2009 since the age warning symbol from EN71-6 has been incorporated into EN71-1. 
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REQUIREMENTS OF GRAPHICAL AGE 
WARNING SYMBOL: 

In accordance with EN71-

1:2005+A8:2009, Clause 7.2 Toys not 

intended for children under 36 

months. 

The age warning shall be clearly legible 

at the point of sale of the product and 

shall appear either on the toy itself or 

on its packaging. The indication of the 

specific hazard may appear in a leaflet 

or in the instructions for use. 

The phrase: "Warning! Not suitable 

for children under 36 months" or 

"Warning! Not suitable for children 

under three years" may be 

substituted by the graphical age 

warning symbol as shown in Figure 1 

 

The details of the design shall be as 

follows: 

• the circle and the stroke shall 

be red; 

• the background shall be white; 

• the age range and the outline of 

the face shall be black; 

• the symbol shall have a 

diameter of at least 10 mm and 

the proportions between its 

different elements shall be such 

as those prescribed in Figure 1; 

• the age range for which the toy 

is not suitable shall be 

expressed in years, i.e. 0-3. 

The symbol shall be used to indicate 

only “0 to 3” years and not for any 

other age-grade warning to avoid 

misinterpretation of the symbol. 

Figure 1. Graphical age warning symbol  
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UPDATED HARMONIZED STANDARDS LIST FOR TOY DIRECTIVE   88/378/EEC 

Reference and title of the harmonized standard (and reference document) First publication OJ 

EN 71-1:2005+A8:2009 Safety of toys - Part 1: Mechanical and physical 

properties 

30.4.2009 

EN 71-3:1994/AC:200Safety of toys - Part 3: Migration of certain elements 12.10.1995 

EN 71-7:2002 Safety of toys — Part 7: Finger paints — Requirements and test 

methods 

15.3.2003 

EN 71-8:2003/A1:2006 Safety of toys - Part 8: Swings, slides and similar activity 

toys for indoor and outdoor family domestic use 

26.10.2006 

EN 62115:2005 Electric toys - Safety IEC 62115:2003 (Modified) + A1:2004 8.3.2006 

EN 71-2:2006+A1:2007 Safety of toys - Part 2: Flammability 16.9.2008  

EN 71-4:1990/A3:2007Safety of toys - Part 4: Experimental sets for chemistry 

and related activities 

4.10.2007 

EN 71-5:1993/A1:2006 Safety of toys - Part 5: Chemical toys (sets) other than 

experimental sets 

31.5.2006 

SGS will follow up and inform interested parties as development on international 

legislation occurs. 

Throughout our global network of laboratories, we are able to provide a range of 

services, including analytical testing and consultancy for restricted substances in 

a comprehensive range of children’s products including toys and other 

consumer products for worldwide markets. Please do not hesitate to contact us 

for further information. 
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