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SAFEGUARDS 

EU SPECIFIES IMPORTING RULES FOR 
PLASTIC KITCHENWARE FROM CHINA 
Kitchenware from China and Hong Kong can only be imported into the EU with a declaration certifying their 
compliance with requirements on primary aromatic amines (PAAs) and formaldehyde.  The new regulation 

takes effect on 1 July, 2011. 

In January 2011, we informed you that the EU was proposing to tighten 

importing rules for polyamide and melamine plastic kitchenware from China and 

Hong Kong¹. The specific conditions and detailed procedures for these 

kitchenware products have been published in the Official Journal of the 

European Union on 23 March, 2011².  Under the new regulation, these products 

can only be imported into the EU if the importer submits to the competent 

authority for each consignment, a declaration confirming that it meets the EU 

limits on PAA and formaldehyde.  The declaration shall be accompanied by a 

laboratory test report demonstrating that specific migration results are: 

 

• ≤ 0.01 mg/kg PAAs (polyamide materials in kitchenware) 

• ≤ 15 mg/kg formaldehyde (melamine materials in kitchenware) 

 

As part of the new controls, importers or their representatives will be required to 

notify the competent authorities at the first point of entry of a consignment into 

the EU at least 2 working days before the estimated date and time of arrival of 

the consignment.  

 

The competent authorities at the first point of entry shall carry out: 

 

• Documentary checks on all consignments within 2 working days upon arrival, 

• Identify and physical checks, including laboratory analysis of 10% of 

consignments in such a way that it is not possible for importers or their 

representatives to predict whether any particular consignment will be 

subjected to such checks. 

In addition to other applicable food 

contact plastic legislative and 

regulatory requirements, the new 

regulation in effect enforces the 

specific migration requirements of 

PAA in polyamide and formaldehyde 

in melamine kitchenware under the 

existing Directive 2002/72/EC for 

products from China and Hong Kong.  

 

Highlights of the new regulation are 

summarised in Table 1.  The release of 

goods for free circulation is subject to 

the presentation of the declaration to 

customs authorities by importers who 

import from China and Hong Kong as 

set out in Annex 1. 
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Substance Scope of kitchenware from 
Hong Kong and China 

Specific Migration 
Requirement (mg/kg) 

Effective date 

Primary Aromatic Amines 

(PAA) 

Polyamide (eg nylon) ≤ 0.01 1 July 2011 

Formaldehyde Melamine ≤ 15.0 

Name and full address (including telephone or e-mail) of natural or legal person 

issuing this declaration 

  

Name and full address (including telephone or e-mail) of business operator(s) 

who manufacture(s) the plastic kitchenware of consignment 

  

Name and full address (including telephone or e-mail) of business operator 

who is responsible for the first introduction in the Union of the consignment 

  

Identification code of the consignment: 

Type and number of articles in the consignment: 

This consignment contains plastic kitchenware made of: 

⃞   Polyamide 

• Analytical tests have been carried out demonstrating that the articles do not release PAA in a detectable quantity 

• The detection limit of the method used is 

• The results of these tests as well as the description of the method analysis used are attached to this document 

⃞   Melamine 

• Analytical tests have been carried out demonstrating that the articles do not release formaldehyde in a quantity 

exceeding the SML of 15 mg/kg 

• The results of these tests as well as the description of the method of analysis used are attached to this 

document. 

List of documents annexed confirming that the consignment meets the requirements concerning the release of primary 

aromatic amines or formaldehyde laid down in Directive 2002/72/EC: 

The undersigned as importer in the Union of the 

consignment confirms that such consignment meets the 

requirements concerning the release of primary aromatic 

amines or formaldehyde laid down in Directive 2002/72/EC 

Place and date 

Name of signatory 

Signature 

Full address (including telephone and email address) 

Declaration of the competent authority on the consignment Acceptable for release into free circulation 

⃞  Conforms 

⃞ Does not conform 
Place and date 

Name of signatory 

Signatory 

Full address (including telephone and email address) 

Table 1 

Annex 1.  Declaration to be provided for every consignment of polyamide and melamine plastic kitchenware originating in or 

consigned from the People’s Republic of China and Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, China 
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FOR ENQUIRIES:      

Global Competence Support Centre: gcsc@sgs.com 
HK– HingWo Tsang, Tel: +852 2774 7420 or Hingwo.Tsang@sgs.com 
 
Asia – Hong Kong. Tel: +852 2334 4481 Fax: +852 2144 7001  mktg.hk@sgs.com 
Australasia – Perth. Tel: +61 (0) 3 9790 3418 Fax: +61 (0) 3 9701 0988 au.cts@sgs.com 
Europe – London —UK. Tel: +44(0) 203 008 7860 Fax: +44 (0) 203 008 7870 gb.cts.sales@sgs.com 
Africa & Middle East – Turkey. Tel: +90 212 368 40 00 Fax: +90 212 296  47 82 sgs.turkey@sgs.com 
Americas – USA. Tel: +1 973 575 5252 Fax: +1 973 575 7175  uscts.inquiries@sgs.com 

www.sgs.com/cts Global Competence Support Centre: gcsc@sgs.com 
If you wish to unsubscribe to this technical bulletin, go here: Unsubscribe 

© 2011 SGS SA. All rights reserved. This is a publication of 
SGS, except for 3rd parties’ contents submitted or licensed for 
use by SGS. SGS neither endorses nor disapproves said 3rd 
parties contents. This publication is intended to provide 
technical information and shall not be considered an 
exhaustive treatment of any subject treated. It is strictly 
educational and does not replace any legal requirements or 
applicable regulations. It is not intended to constitute 
consulting or professional advice. The information contained 
herein is provided “as is” and SGS does not warrant that it will 
be error-free or will meet any particular criteria of performance 
or quality. Do not quote or refer any information herein without 
SGS’s prior written consent. 

 

SGS will follow up and keep you informed about developments on regulations or 

policies in consumer products as a complimentary service. 

 

Throughout our global network of laboratories, we are able to provide a wide 

range of services, including analytical testing and consultancy, for compliance 

with Directive 2002/72/EC including PAAs and formaldehdye for food contact 

plastic materials and articles for the EU and international markets. Please do not 

hesitate to contact us for further information.  

¹ SafeGuards 006/11 Jan 2011 

² Commission Regulation (EU) 284/2011 

‘laying down specific conditions and 

detailed procedures for the import of 

polyamide and melamine plastic 

kitchenware originating in or consigned 

from the People’s Republic of China and 

Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, 

China, L 77/25 – L 77/29, Official Journal 

of the European Union, 23 March 2011,  
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