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PROHIBITION OF DIMETHYLFUMARATE
(DMF) - IMPACT ON THE GERMAN
GS-MARK

Products that contain the biocide DMF are not allowed to be placed into circulation or on the market according
to the decision of 2009/251/EC. As a consequence the German committee for technical equipment and
consumer products (AtAV) enforces a technical specification related to the German GS-Mark.

FOR THE GS-MARK THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURE WILL APPLY

The GS certification body points out the prohibition of DMF for GS-Mark to the
applicant. Non existence of DMF in the product shall be proven and the
documentation on free DMF shall be enclosed in the certification documents.

In case the suspicion exists that raw materials containing DMF have been
applied for the products the proof about the free DMF must be demanded and
documented. Priority products for inclusion of DMF in the scope of the GS-Mark
are leather furniture and personal protective equipment (safety footwear or
gloves) since those products may contain DMF in the raw materials.

THE GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT DMF

According to Commission Decision 2009/251/EC, furniture and footwear in several
EU Member States, have been identified as the cause of consumer health problems
The source of such problems was discovered, by clinical tests as being DMF. This
substance is an illegitimate biocide that prevents mould on leather goods during
storage or transport in humid climates. DMF is often contained in little pouches fixed
inside the furniture or added to footwear boxes. As it evaporates, it impregnates the
product and thus comes into direct contact with consumers or penetrating through
clothing onto their skin. The reactions may be painful skin contact dermatitis, itching,

irritation, redness and burns; in some cases breathing difficulties. (see our previous
SafeGuards 030/09, 064/09, 098/08, 083/03).



http://newsletter.sgs.com/eNewsletterPro/uploadedimages/000006/SGS-Safeguards-03009-DMF-Update-EN-09.pdf�
http://newsletter.sgs.com/eNewsletterPro/uploadedimages/000006/SGS-Safeguards-06409-EU-Bans-Dimethyl-Fumarate-in-Products-EN-09.pdf�
http://newsletter.sgs.com/eNewsletterPro/uploadedimages/000006/CTS_Safeguards_09808_European_Market_Concerns_Part_2_Dimethyl_Fumarate_Update.pdf�
http://newsletter.sgs.com/eNewsletterPro/uploadedimages/000006/Safeguards_08308_%20Dimethyl_Fumarate_Sachets_in_Consumer_Goods_Sofas.pdf�
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SCOPE AND LIMIT VALUE

Commission Decision 2009/251/EC applies to all goods intended for consumers
or likely to be used by them even if not intended for them. As of 1 May 2009
Member States shall ensure that products containing DMF are prohibited from
being placed or made available on the market. And Member States will have to
ensure that products containing DMF and already placed or made available on
the market are withdrawn from the market and recalled from consumers, and
that consumers are adequately warned of the risk posed by such products.

In relation to the aforementioned ban, a "product containing DMF" means any
product or part of a product where either the presence of DMF is declared, such
as on one or more pouches, or the concentration of DMF is greater than 0.1 mg/
kg of the weight of the product or part of the product.
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SUPPORT FROM SGS

SGS helps you to control the risk. We
have established the mandatory test
procedures in our global laboratory
network in order to provide test
results acceptable to GS certification
bodies.

Information Source :

and

FOR ENQUIRIES:

Global Competences Support Centre:
Richie Chang +886 2 22993279 or
Udo Krischke +49 6128 744 235 or

Asia — Hong Kong. Tel: +852 2334 4481 Fax: +852 2144 7001

Australasia _ Perth. Tel: +61 (0) 3 9790 3418 Fax: +61 (0) 3 9701 0988

Europe — London —UK. Tel: +44(0) 20 8991 3410 Fax: +44 (0) 20 8991 3417
Africa & Middle East — Turkey. Tel: +90 212 225 0024 Fax: +90 212 296 47 82
Americas — USA. Tel: +1 973 575 5252 Fax: +1 973 575 1193

Global Competences Support Centre:
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