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On 3rd September 2009, the Council of the EU’s secretariat published a compromise text as an updated 
proposal for the recast of the RoHS Directive. This document comments on the first proposal of 3rd December 

2008 in which the European Commission made suggestions for changes of the RoHS Directives, regarding the 
directive’s scope, increased producer responsibility, and market surveillance in EU. 
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Most important subjects of the new 

document are given below: 

• Inclusion of all electrical and 

electronic equipment (EEE) in 

RoHS scope unless there is a 

specific exemption of a certain 

product (already added to 

these exclusions are large-

scale stationary industrial tools 

and musical pipe organs) 

• Consequently Annexes I and II 

of the first draft proposal 

(namely the EEE categories 

and products falling within 

their scope) have been deleted 

from the recent document 

• The approach to broaden the 

scope of restricted substances 

is changed. Annex III is 

deleted and the four additional 

restricted substances in the 

list have been re-assigned as 

priority substances for 

assessment. Article 4 §7 suggests that the commission shall adopt a 

methodology bringing RoHS restricted substances closer to REACH. 

The remaining Annex IV lists substances which are currently prohibited 

under the existing RoHS Directive, namely, lead, mercury, cadmium, 

hexavalent chromium, PBB and PBDE. 

http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/09/st12/st12847.en09.pdf�
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• The draft contains the obligations of manufacturers, importers and 

distributors. For example, before placing EEE on the EU market, the 

importers will have to ensure that the appropriate conformity assessment 

procedure has been carried out by the producer. Importers will also need to 

indicate their name, registered trade name or registered trade mark, and 

the address at which they can be contacted. 

• Articles 13 and 14 require both EC declaration of conformity and CE 

marking. This requirement was not included in the initial RoHS directive. 

• Another change to the initial directive is an amendment to the exemption 

procedures. Interested parties will need to actively re-apply every 4 years in 

order to pro-long existing exemptions.   

• Medical device and monitoring/control instrument exemption will phase out 

with the upcoming RoHS amendment . Specific substance exemptions for 

these products are given in Annex VI.  

SGS, the world's leading third party 

for testing, has established 

procedures to cover a large variety of 

legal requirements related to your 

products and is committed to 

informing you about developments 

concerning hazardous substances in 

Electrical & Electronic products as a 

complementary service. Through our 

global network of laboratories, we are 

able to provide services including 

analytical testing and consultancy 

work for technical and non-technical 

parameters in a comprehensive range 

of E&E products and consumer 

products in the chemical field 

worldwide. Please do not hesitate to 

contact us for further information. 
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