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SAFEGUARDS 

MARKET SURVEILLANCE ON ARTIFICIAL LEATHER 
PRODUCTS CONTAINING SCCPS 
Recently there has been a significant rise in the activity of the Rapid Alert System for Non-Food Dangerous 
Products (RAPEX) recalls in Sweden that focus on artificial leather products involving high concentrations of 

short chained chlorinated paraffins (SCCPs)1. The voluntary withdrawal of certain products from the market has 
aroused industry attention on application concerns and public awareness of the safety problems. 

CONSUMER GOODS AND RETAIL 

Short-chain chlorinated paraffins (SCCPs) are used as flame-retardants, chemical and 
water resistant agents in rubber and textiles, as an agent in leather processing and as 
plasticizers in paints and coatings. SCCPs are highly toxic to aquatic organisms, do 
not readily break down in the environment and have a high potential to accumulate in 
living organisms. 
 
The release of SCCPs to the environment happens primarily from formulation and 
use, occurring mainly during production, storage, transportation, and usage. It is 
believed that the major sources of release of SCCPs in the textile industry are from 
formulation and manufacturing of products containing SCCPs, such as flame retardant 
agents in plastic materials and finishing agents for leather and textiles. According to 
the recall reports, handbags, purses, toiletry bags, wallet cases etc made from 
artificial leather containing SCCPs were voluntarily withdrawn from the market.  
 
SCCPs are classified as persistent, toxic and bioaccumulative (PTB). Because of their 
persistence, bioaccumulation, potential for long-range environmental transport and 
toxicity, they are classified as persistent organic pollutants (POPs). The use of POPs 
are restricted/ prohibited in articles under Regulation 519/2012 on Persistent Organic 
Pollutants (POPs Regulation). Also, SCCPs are listed on the European Candidate list 
of Substance of Very High Concern (SVHC). 

1 Rapid Alert System for Non-Food Dangerous Products (RAPEX)  

http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/archive/safety/rapex/index_en.htm�
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FOR ENQUIRIES:    
  
Global Competence Support Centre: 
gcsc@sgs.com 
 
Global Softlines Development Office: 
global.sl@sgs.com 
 

Asia – Hong Kong,  
Tel: +852 2334 4481,  
mktg.hk@sgs.com 
 
Australasia – Perth.  
Tel: +61 (0) 3 9790 3418  
au.cts@sgs.com 
 
Europe – London – UK.  
Tel: +44(0) 203 008 7860 
gb.cts.sales@sgs.com 
 
Africa & Middle East – Turkey.  
Tel: +90 212 368 40 00 
sgs.turkey@sgs.com 
 
Americas – USA.  
Tel: +1 973 575 5252 
uscts.inquiries@sgs.com 
 
www.sgs.com/cgnr  
 
 

© SGS Group Management SA – 2014– All rights reserved 
- SGS is a registered trademark of SGS Group 
Management SA. This is a publication of SGS, except for 3rd 
parties’ contents submitted or licensed for use by SGS. SGS 
neither endorses nor disapproves said 3rd parties contents. 
This publication is intended to provide technical information 
and shall not be considered an exhaustive treatment of any 
subject treated. It is strictly educational and does not replace 
any legal requirements or applicable regulations. It is not 
intended to constitute consulting or professional advice. The 
information contained herein is provided “as is” and SGS does 
not warrant that it will be error-free or will meet any particular 
criteria of performance or quality. Do not quote or refer any 
information herein without SGS’s prior written consent. 

 
SGS Global Softlines has an extensive network of over 40 laboratories worldwide, 
with a strong team of committed professionals from multi-disciplinary backgrounds. 
Our internationally accredited state-of-the-art testing laboratories offer a 
comprehensive range of physical, chemical and functional testing services for 
components, materials and finished products. We help your company ensure quality, 
performance and compliance with international, industrial and regulatory standards 
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