
CONSUMER PRODUCTS           NO. 178/14 OCTOBER 2014 

SAFEGUARDS 

EU NOTIFIES WORLD TRADE ORGANISATION OF DRAFT 
REGULATION TO EXPAND THE RESTRICTION OF LEAD 
UNDER REACH 
The European Commission (EC) has recently notified the World Trade Organisation (WTO) of a proposal to 
expand the restriction of lead under REACH. The proposed enforcement date is 12 months after entry into 

force. 

CONSUMER GOODS AND RETAIL 

In September 2012, the EU restricted lead in jewellery as new entry 63 under ANNEX 
XVII of REACH1. The new law entered into force on 9 October 2012 and has been 
enforced since 9 October 2013. 
 
On 25 September 2014, the European Commission notified the WTO of a draft 
Commission Regulation to expand the restriction of lead in jewellery to other articles 
for the general public2. The proposal places a restriction limit of no more than 0.05% 
lead content to articles for the general public or their accessible parts which may be 
placed in the mouth by children during normal or reasonably foreseeable conditions of 
use. The proposal also provides a number of exemptions, including a migration limit 

of 0.05 g/cm² per hour (equivalent to 0.05 g/g/h), as an alternative to the lead 

content limit. 
 
The draft Regulation is proposed to be adopted in the second quarter of 2015 and 
proposed to be enforced in the second quarter of 2016.   
 
Highlights of the existing Regulation (EU) 836/2012 and the draft regulation are 
summarised in Table 1. 

1 SGS-Safeguard 162/12  
2 Notification G/TBT/N/EU/242 of 25 September 2014 
Draft Commission Regulation 
Annex to Draft Commission Regulation  

http://newsletter.sgs.com/eNewsletterPro/uploadedimages/000006/sgs-safeguards-16212-eu-reach-expansion-of-restricted-substances-including-lead-in-jewellery-a4-en-12.pdf�
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S009-DP.aspx?language=E&CatalogueIdList=127254,127250,127253,127249,127243,127272,127245,127246,127247,127242&CurrentCatalogueIdIndex=4&FullTextSearch=�
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2014/tbt/eec/14_4233_00_e.pdf�
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2014/tbt/eec/14_4233_01_e.pdf�
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FOR ENQUIRIES:    
  
Global Competence Support Centre: 
gcsc@sgs.com 
 
HK– Hingwo Tsang Tel: +852 2774 7420 or 
Hingwo.Tsang@sgs.com 
 

Asia – Hong Kong,  
Tel: +852 2334 4481,  
mktg.hk@sgs.com 
 
Australasia – Perth.  
Tel: +61 (0) 3 9790 3418  
au.cts@sgs.com 
 
Europe – London – UK.  
Tel: +44(0) 203 008 7860 
gb.cts.sales@sgs.com 
 
Africa & Middle East – Turkey.  
Tel: +90 212 368 40 00 
sgs.turkey@sgs.com 
 
Americas – USA.  
Tel: +1 973 575 5252 
uscts.inquiries@sgs.com 
 
www.sgs.com/cgnr  
 
 

© SGS Group Management SA – 2014– All rights reserved 
- SGS is a registered trademark of SGS Group 
Management SA. This is a publication of SGS, except for 3rd 
parties’ contents submitted or licensed for use by SGS. SGS 
neither endorses nor disapproves said 3rd parties contents. 
This publication is intended to provide technical information 
and shall not be considered an exhaustive treatment of any 
subject treated. It is strictly educational and does not replace 
any legal requirements or applicable regulations. It is not 
intended to constitute consulting or professional advice. The 
information contained herein is provided “as is” and SGS does 
not warrant that it will be error-free or will meet any particular 
criteria of performance or quality. Do not quote or refer any 
information herein without SGS’s prior written consent. 

TABLE 1.  

SUBSTANCE CITATION SCOPE REQUIREMENT 
ENFORCEMENT 
DATE 

Lead Regulation (EU) 836/2012  Jewellery 

 Components to manufacture 

jewellery 

 0.05% 9 October 2013 

Draft Commission 
Regulation notified under G/
TBT/N/EU/242 of 25 
September 2014 

 Articles for the general public 

 Articles for the general public or 

accessible parts thereof which may 
be placed in the mouth by children 
during normal or reasonably 
foreseeable conditions of use 

 0.05% or 

 

 0.05  g/cm² per 

hour (equivalent to 

0.05 g/g/h) 

12 months after 
entry into force 
(Q2, 2016) 

NB 
The draft Commission Regulation also exempts (amongst others) 

 Articles or parts of articles comprising alloys provided the brass alloy is no more than 0.5% lead 

 Keys and locks, including padlocks 

 Musical instruments 

 Tips of writing instruments 

 Articles within the scope of  

a. Packaging Directive 94/62/EC 
b. Food Contact Regulation (EC) 1935/2004 
c. Toy Safety Directive 2009/48/EC 
d. RoHS Recast Directive 2011/65/EU  

SGS will follow up and inform interested parties as developments on REACH regulation 
occur. Our expertise combined with consultancy services and experience in consumer 
product supply chains provides a central point of contact for global solutions. If you 
would like to learn more about how SGS can support your REACH compliance activities 
please contact us at reach@sgs.com or visit www.sgs.com/reach. 
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