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SAFEGUARDS 

DRAFT EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
DECISION – REQUIREMENTS TO BE MET 
FOR BICYCLES AND LUGGAGE CARRIERS 
Drawing up of European standards first requires the European Commission to set the specific safety 
requirements which the European standards should satisfy and give a mandate to the European standardisation 

body to draw up those standards. Four European standards (EN 14764 – City and trekking bicycles, EN 14766 – 
Mountain bicycles, EN 14781 – Racing bicycles and EN 14872 – Luggage carriers for bicycles) are not covered 

by a Commission mandate and therefore the commission has mandated the standardization body to revise the 
standards on the basis of the specific safety requirements contained in the decision. The new versions of the 

standards cannot be published in the Official Journal of the European Union without a Commission mandate. 
EN 14765 specifies safety requirements and test methods for bicycles for young children (excluded from the 

Toy safety Directive) but is not supported by a Commission mandate and therefore it is necessary to set safety 
requirements for the development of standards for bicycles for young children. 

PART I: SECTION 1 OF THE DECISION SETS THE SAFETY REQUIREMENTS 
APPLICABLE TO ALL TYPES OF BICYCLES: 

General requirements include: 

 All parts accessible to the user shall during normal or intended use not cause 

physical injuries. 

 Users shall be informed of the risks and dangers likely to occur and how to 

prevent them. 

 The maximum permissible load for which a bicycle is designed (weight of rider 

and passenger, luggage, luggage carrier etc). 

 Indication as to whether a bicycle is suitable for the fitting of a luggage carrier 

and (or) child seat. 

 Bicycles shall be equipped with lighting equipment and reflectors which comply 

with the provisions in force in the country where the product is marketed. 

 Handling – stable handling whilst riding, braking, turning and steering including 

when one hand is removed from the handlebar when giving hand signals. 
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 Stability – When a luggage carrier is fitted and loaded it shall offer stable 

handling when riding, braking, turning and steering. 

 Durability/Fatigue – All parts shall be safe during the whole duration of the 

product and where appropriate an indication of wear limits within which parts 
shall be replaced in order to be fully functional. The effects of weather 

conditions such as rain on the braking system shall be minimized. 

 Braking system – Two independent braking systems; one acting on the front 

wheel and one acting on the rear wheel. 

 Sharp edges – Exposed edges that come into contact with the users body 

during normal handling, riding or maintenance shall not be sharp 

 Entrapment – Bicycles shall not pose any risk of entrapment that can be 

avoided by design. 

 Protrusions - Protrusions shall be avoided whenever harmful to the user 

 Folding mechanisms shall be functional, stable and safe against unintentional 

opening during use. 

 Fasteners, screws, nipples etc shall be made of suitable materials and shall be 

secured to avoid unintentional loosening. 

 Bicycle parts designed to be adjusted shall be easily manipulated without 

jeopardising the safety of the user 

 Chemical properties – All parts in contact with the user shall not cause toxicity 

hazards 

 The standard shall describe stability, performance, endurance and fatigue tests. 

 Product safety information shall be included in the language of the country in 

which the product is sold. 

PART I: SECTION 2  ADDITIONAL SAFETY REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO 
SPECIFIC BICYCLES 

 Bicycles for young children: 

 No quick release devices to be used 

 No toe clips or toe straps to be fitted  

 Limitations on the force of the front break to prevent loss of control due to 
blocking wheels 

 Shall not pose an entrapment hazard in any possible position of the seat. 

 Two independent breaking systems 

 Mountain bicycles: 

 All safety components shall be designed to withstand all forces that are 
higher during normal use than other types of bicycle (vibration and knocks, higher 

forces on the steering, drive and breaks). 

 Racing bicycles:  

 All safety components shall be designed to withstand all forces that are 
higher during normal use than other types of bicycle (higher speed, higher forces 

on the drive, steering and breaks). 

PART II: SPECIFIC SAFETY REQUIREMENTS FOR LUGGAGE CARRIERS FOR 
BICYCLES 

 General - Luggage carriers shall pass tests for specific requirements to 

ascertain its stability and 

durability, its resistance to fatigue 
and temperature. 

 Classification - Luggage carriers 

will be classified according to their 

load capacity according to their 

intended use and the point at 
which the luggage carrier will be 

clamped to the bicycle. 

 Size – Luggage carriers shall be of 

an appropriate size if intended to 

carry child seats. 

 Stability – Luggage carriers shall 

be designed to provide sufficient 

stability for normal use by the 

intended user. 

 Sharp edges - Exposed edges 

shall not pose the risk of injury 

 Protrusions shall be either avoided 

or designed appropriately  

 The product shall be visible when 

used in dark or poor visibility 

conditions. 

 Product safety information – 

Specific product information shall 

be included whether the luggage 

carrier is sold separately or 

mounted on the bicycle. 
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Global Competence Support Centre: gcsc@sgs.com 
UK–David Smith Tel: +44 (0) 2030087860 or David.Smith@sgs.com 
CN-Amon Tang Tel: +86 (0)21 61152382 or amon.tang@sgs.com 

Asia – Hong Kong. Tel: +852 2334 4481 Fax: +852 2144 7001  mktg.hk@sgs.com 
Australasia – Perth. Tel: +61 (0) 3 9790 3418 Fax: +61 (0) 3 9701 0988 au.cts@sgs.com 
Europe – London —UK. Tel: +44(0) 203 008 7860 Fax: +44 (0) 203 00 7870 gb.cts.sales@sgs.com 
Africa & Middle East – Turkey. Tel: +90 212 368 40 00 Fax: +90 212 296  47 82 sgs.turkey@sgs.com 
Americas – USA. Tel: +1 973 575 5252 Fax: +1 973 575 7175  uscts.inquiries@sgs.com 

www.sgs.com/cts Global Competence Support Centre: gcsc@sgs.com 
If you wish to unsubscribe to this technical bulletin, go here: Unsubscribe 

© 2011 SGS SA. All rights reserved. This is a publication of 
SGS, except for 3rd parties’ contents submitted or licensed for 
use by SGS. SGS neither endorses nor disapproves said 3rd 
parties contents. This publication is intended to provide 
technical information and shall not be considered an 
exhaustive treatment of any subject treated. It is strictly 
educational and does not replace any legal requirements or 
applicable regulations. It is not intended to constitute 
consulting or professional advice. The information contained 
herein is provided “as is” and SGS does not warrant that it will 
be error-free or will meet any particular criteria of performance 
or quality. Do not quote or refer any information herein without 
SGS’s prior written consent. 

 

SGS is committed to providing information about developments in the regulations for 
consumer products as a complimentary service. Throughout our global network of 

laboratories, we are able to provide a wide range of services including 

physical/mechanical testing, analytical testing and consultancy work for technical and 

non-technical parameters applicable to a comprehensive range of consumer products. 
Please do not hesitate to contact us for further information. 

 

The full text of the EU decision can be found on: 

http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regcomitology/index.cfm?do=search.documentdetail
&Foxw8+J/ELuOhOGWAiWqVtqFLyMTBvzGvyWC555IN6xhxbx1TISJ2Mfg5DtxY23N 

mailto:gcsc@sgs.com�
mailto:david.smith@sgs.com�
mailto:amon.tang@sgs.com�
mailto:mktg.hk@sgs.com�
mailto:au.cts@sgs.com�
mailto:gb.cts.sales@sgs.com�
mailto:sgs.turkey@sgs.com�
mailto:uscts.inquiries@sgs.com�
http://www.sgs.com/cts�
mailto:gcsc@sgs.com�
http://www.sgs.com/cts_newsletter_unsubscribe_v2.htm?lobId=5547�
http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regcomitology/index.cfm?do=search.documentdetail&Foxw8+J/ELuOhOGWAiWqVtqFLyMTBvzGvyWC555IN6xhxbx1TISJ2Mfg5DtxY23N�
http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regcomitology/index.cfm?do=search.documentdetail&Foxw8+J/ELuOhOGWAiWqVtqFLyMTBvzGvyWC555IN6xhxbx1TISJ2Mfg5DtxY23N�
http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regcomitology/index.cfm?do=search.documentdetail&Foxw8+J/ELuOhOGWAiWqVtqFLyMTBvzGvyWC555IN6xhxbx1TISJ2Mfg5DtxY23N�
http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regcomitology/index.cfm?do=search.documentdetail&Foxw8+J/ELuOhOGWAiWqVtqFLyMTBvzGvyWC555IN6xhxbx1TISJ2Mfg5DtxY23N�






SAFEGUARDS
No. 176/11 sep 2011
Hardlines
SGS Consumer Testing Services 
Draft European Commission decision – Requirements to be met for bicycles and luggage carriers


Drawing up of European standards first requires the European Commission to set the specific safety requirements which the European standards should satisfy and give a mandate to the European standardisation body to draw up those standards. Four European standards (EN 14764 – City and trekking bicycles, EN 14766 – Mountain bicycles, EN 14781 – Racing bicycles and EN 14872 – Luggage carriers for bicycles) are not covered by a Commission mandate and therefore the commission has mandated the standardization body to revise the standards on the basis of the specific safety requirements contained in the decision. The new versions of the standards cannot be published in the Official Journal of the European Union without a Commission mandate. EN 14765 specifies safety requirements and test methods for bicycles for young children (excluded from the Toy safety Directive) but is not supported by a Commission mandate and therefore it is necessary to set safety requirements for the development of standards for bicycles for young children.
      No. 176/11 SEP 2011          P.2
Hardlines
Part I: Section 1 of the decision sets the safety requirements applicable to all types of bicycles:
General requirements include:
All parts accessible to the user shall during normal or intended use not cause physical injuries.
Users shall be informed of the risks and dangers likely to occur and how to prevent them.
The maximum permissible load for which a bicycle is designed (weight of rider and passenger, luggage, luggage carrier etc).
Indication as to whether a bicycle is suitable for the fitting of a luggage carrier and (or) child seat.
Bicycles shall be equipped with lighting equipment and reflectors which comply with the provisions in force in the country where the product is marketed.
Handling – stable handling whilst riding, braking, turning and steering including when one hand is removed from the handlebar when giving hand signals.
Stability – When a luggage carrier is fitted and loaded it shall offer stable handling when riding, braking, turning and steering.
Durability/Fatigue – All parts shall be safe during the whole duration of the product and where appropriate an indication of wear limits within which parts shall be replaced in order to be fully functional. The effects of weather conditions such as rain on the braking system shall be minimized.
Braking system – Two independent braking systems; one acting on the front wheel and one acting on the rear wheel.
Sharp edges – Exposed edges that come into contact with the users body during normal handling, riding or maintenance shall not be sharp
Entrapment – Bicycles shall not pose any risk of entrapment that can be avoided by design.
Protrusions - Protrusions shall be avoided whenever harmful to the user
Folding mechanisms shall be functional, stable and safe against unintentional opening during use.
Fasteners, screws, nipples etc shall be made of suitable materials and shall be secured to avoid unintentional loosening.
Bicycle parts designed to be adjusted shall be easily manipulated without jeopardising the safety of the user
Chemical properties – All parts in contact with the user shall not cause toxicity hazards
The standard shall describe stability, performance, endurance and fatigue tests.
Product safety information shall be included in the language of the country in which the product is sold.
Part I: Section 2  Additional safety requirements applicable to specific bicycles
Bicycles for young children:
 No quick release devices to be used
 No toe clips or toe straps to be fitted 
 Limitations on the force of the front break to prevent loss of control due to blocking wheels
 Shall not pose an entrapment hazard in any possible position of the seat.
 Two independent breaking systems
Mountain bicycles:
 All safety components shall be designed to withstand all forces that are higher during normal use than other types of bicycle (vibration and knocks, higher forces on the steering, drive and breaks).
Racing bicycles: 
 All safety components shall be designed to withstand all forces that are higher during normal use than other types of bicycle (higher speed, higher forces on the drive, steering and breaks).
Part II: Specific safety requirements for luggage carriers for bicycles
General - Luggage carriers shall pass tests for specific requirements to ascertain its stability and durability, its resistance to fatigue and temperature.
Classification - Luggage carriers will be classified according to their load capacity according to their intended use and the point at which the luggage carrier will be clamped to the bicycle.
Size – Luggage carriers shall be of an appropriate size if intended to carry child seats.
Stability – Luggage carriers shall be designed to provide sufficient stability for normal use by the intended user.
Sharp edges - Exposed edges shall not pose the risk of injury
Protrusions shall be either avoided or designed appropriately 
The product shall be visible when used in dark or poor visibility conditions.
Product safety information – Specific product information shall be included whether the luggage carrier is sold separately or mounted on the bicycle.
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