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SAFEGUARDS 

EU RAPEX 2012 REPORT - 26% RISE IN DANGEROUS 
PRODUCTS NOTIFICATIONS 
RAPEX is the European rapid alert system for dangerous products with the exception of food, pharmaceutical 
and medical devices within the European Member States. In 2012, 2,278 products presenting a risk to the 

health and safety of consumers were reported through the RAPEX, which corresponds to a 26% rise in 
dangerous products notifications. 

CONSUMER GOODS AND RETAIL 

The European Commission attributes 
this increase to enforced market 
surveillance by national authorities and 
better cooperation with customs, as 
well as an improved and updated IT 
system for RAPEX. 
 
As in 2010 and 2011, the most notified 
product categories are clothing, textiles 
and fashion items (34%) and toys 
(19%) which represent 53% of all 
notifications distributed through the 
RAPEX system in 2012. The reason for 
the prominence of clothing, textiles and 
fashion items is the continuous actions 
of Member States market surveillance 
on cords and drawstrings in children’s 
clothing¹ as well as the permanent ban 
of dimethylfumarate (DMF) in 
consumer products under the REACH 
Regulation.² Source : RAPEX  Infograph 2012; the Directorate-General for Health and Consumers of the 

European Commission 

¹ SafeGuards 114/11 
² SafeGuards 081/12 

http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/docs/rapex_infograph_2012_en.pdf�
http://newsletter.sgs.com/eNewsletterPro/uploadedimages/000006/SGS-Safeguards-11411-Rapex-annual-report-A4-v2-EN-11.pdf�
http://newsletter.sgs.com/eNewsletterPro/uploadedimages/000006/sgs-safeguards-08112-eu-restricts-dimethyl-fumarate-under-reach-a4-en-12.pdf�
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FOR ENQUIRIES:    

  
Global Competence Support Centre: 
gcsc@sgs.com 
 
 

 
Asia – Hong Kong,  
Tel: +852 2334 4481,  
mktg.hk@sgs.com 
 
Australasia – Perth.  
Tel: +61 (0) 3 9790 3418  
au.cts@sgs.com 
 
Europe – London – UK.  
Tel: +44(0) 203 008 7860 
gb.cts.sales@sgs.com 
 
Africa & Middle East – Turkey.  
Tel: +90 212 368 40 00 
sgs.turkey@sgs.com 
 
Americas – USA.  
Tel: +1 973 575 5252 
uscts.inquiries@sgs.com 
 
www.sgs.com/cgnr  
 
 

© SGS Group Management SA – 2013 – All rights 
reserved - SGS is a registered trademark of SGS Group 
Management SA. This is a publication of SGS, except for 3rd 
parties’ contents submitted or licensed for use by SGS. SGS 
neither endorses nor disapproves said 3rd parties contents. 
This publication is intended to provide technical information 
and shall not be considered an exhaustive treatment of any 
subject treated. It is strictly educational and does not replace 
any legal requirements or applicable regulations. It is not 
intended to constitute consulting or professional advice. The 
information contained herein is provided “as is” and SGS does 
not warrant that it will be error-free or will meet any particular 
criteria of performance or quality. Do not quote or refer any 
information herein without SGS’s prior written consent. 

In a drive to raise awareness of product 
risks and to promote product safety to 
our clients, the SGS “Product Recalls” 
publication summarises the 
notifications of unsafe consumer 
products in the European, US and the 
Australian markets. Products Recalls is 
included in the SafeGuards e.mailing 
twice per month. 
 
Throughout our global network, SGS 
offers consultation and comprehensive 
testing services covering the full 
spectrum of international product 
safety and regulatory standards for a 
wide range of consumer products. To 
know more about our services, please 
visit our website 

  

Source : RAPEX  Infograph 2012; the Directorate-General for Health and Consumers of the 

European Commission 

Source : Rapex 2012 Annual Report 

mailto:gcsc@sgs.com�
mailto:mktg.hk@sgs.com�
mailto:au.cts@sgs.com�
mailto:gb.cts.sales@sgs.com�
mailto:sgs.turkey@sgs.com�
mailto:uscts.inquiries@sgs.com�
http://www.sgs.com/cgnr�
http://www.sgs.com/en/Consumer-Goods-Retail�
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/docs/rapex_infograph_2012_en.pdf�
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/safety/rapex/docs/2012_rapex_report_en.pdf�

