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SAFEGUARDS 

AUSTRALIA SETS MANDATORY LABELLING 
REQUIREMENTS FOR PORTABLE SWIMMING POOLS  
The Consumer Goods (Portable Swimming Pools) Safety Standard 2013 (the safety standard) sets out 
mandatory labelling requirements for portable swimming pools supplied in Australia. The requirements will 

become mandatory on 30 March 2014. 

CONSUMER GOODS AND RETAIL 

The safety standard requires warnings 
to be displayed on portable swimming 
pools and their retail packaging. The 
aim is to warn consumers about 
drowning hazards. The labelling advises 
to ensure active adult supervision at all 
times and to keep children within arms’ 
reach.  
 
In the safety standard, a portable 
swimming pool is a swimming pool 
that is: 

 intended for personal, domestic or 

household use; and 

 one of the following: 

I. an inflatable swimming pool, of 
any depth; 

II. a soft-sided swimming pool, of 
any depth; 

III. a rigid-sided swimming pool that 
is not deeper than 300 mm. 

 
The statements that must be included 
in the warning messages are 
dependent on the depth of the 
swimming pool: 

DEPTH OF THE PORTABLE 
SWIMMING POOL < 300 MM  

DEPTH OF THE PORTABLE SWIMMING 
POOL ≧ 300 MM 

“WARNING! 
Children have drowned in portable 
swimming pools. 
Ensure active adult supervision at 
all times. 
Do not leave children unsupervised 
in or around the pool—keep them 
within arms’ reach. 
Empty and store safely after use.” 
  

“WARNING! 
Children have drowned in portable swimming 
pools. 
Ensure active adult supervision at all times. 
Do not leave children unsupervised in or 
around the pool—keep them within arms’ 
reach. 
Pool fencing laws apply to this pool. Consult 
your local government authority for fencing 
requirements.” 

Portable swimming pools must display a safety sign. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The safety sign must be: 
a. not less than 40 mm in diameter; and 
b. in blue and white colours, and 
c. permanently printed or embossed on the portable swimming pool, on a 

background that provides a distinct contrast to the colour of the background of 
the safety sign; and 

d. placed next to the warning message.  



The full text of the legislation can be found at : 
http://www.productsafety.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/998360 
 
Throughout our global network of laboratories, we are able to provide a wide range of 
services including analytical testing and consultancy work for technical and non-
technical parameters applicable to a comprehensive range of consumer products. 
Please do not hesitate to contact us for further information. 
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FOR ENQUIRIES:    
  
Global Competence Support Centre: 
gcsc@sgs.com 
 
HK-Julian Kwok Tel: +86 755 25328310  
julian.kwok@sgs.com   
 

© 2013 SGS SA. All rights reserved. This is a publication of 
SGS, except for 3rd parties’ contents submitted or licensed for 
use by SGS. SGS neither endorses nor disapproves said 3rd 
parties contents. This publication is intended to provide 
technical information and shall not be considered an 
exhaustive treatment of any subject treated. It is strictly 
educational and does not replace any legal requirements or 
applicable regulations. It is not intended to constitute 
consulting or professional advice. The information contained 
herein is provided “as is” and SGS does not warrant that it will 
be error-free or will meet any particular criteria of performance 
or quality. Do not quote or refer any information herein without 
SGS’s prior written consent. 

Asia – Hong Kong,  
Tel: +852 2334 4481,  
mktg.hk@sgs.com 
 
Australasia – Perth.  
Tel: +61 (0) 3 9790 3418  
au.cts@sgs.com 
 
 
Europe – London – UK.  
Tel: +44(0) 203 008 7860 
gb.cts.sales@sgs.com 
 
Africa & Middle East – Turkey.  
Tel: +90 212 368 40 00 
sgs.turkey@sgs.com 
 
Americas – USA.  
Tel: +1 973 575 5252 
uscts.inquiries@sgs.com 
 
www.sgs.com/cgnr  
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