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SAFEGUARDS 

US ILLINOIS BANS BPA IN CHILDCARE 
PRODUCTS AND EXPANDS SCOPE OF 
MERCURY PROHIBITION  
The US state of Illinois recently approved measures to prohibit bisphenol A (BPA) in certain childcare products 
and to expand the ban of mercury to zinc air button cell batteries. 

On 27 August 2012, the governor of the State of Illinois signed 2 bills into law to 
prohibit chemicals in certain consumer products.   

Under the Toxin-Free Toddler Act (Public Act 97-1101), BPA is prohibited in food and 
beverage containers for children under the age of 3. The effective date is 1 January 
2013 for maufacturers and 1 January 2014 for retailers1. Illinois is now the 12th state 
in the US to institute some form of ban on BPA in consumer products; joining 
California, Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Minnesota, 
Multnomah County (Oregon), New York, Vermont, Washington, Washington DC and 
Wisconsin2. The US FDA has disallowed the use of BPA-based polycarbonate resins 
in infant feeding bottles and spill-proof cups3, but the Illinois ban on BPA extends to 
bowls and plates as well. 

Under the existing ‘Mercury-added Product Prohibition Act’, mercury is prohibited in  

 barometers, thermometers and similar products 

 novelty products for personal or household enjoyment such as toys, games, 

figurines, candles, jewellery and holiday decorations. 

 products where mercury is intentionally added, excluding button cell batteries 

Under the latest amendment (Public Act 97-1107) to the ‘Mercuy-added Product 
Prohibition Act’, the scope of mercury prohibition is expanded to zinc air button cell 
batteries. This new amendment takes effect on 1 July 20134. Highlights of the 2 Acts 
on BPA and amendments to the ‘Mercury-added Product Prohibition Act’ are 
summarised in Table 1.  

1 Toxin Free Toddler Act, Public Act 97-1101, SB 
2950, 97th Illinois General Assembly 

2 SafeguardS 134/11 and references therein, 
SafeguardS 136/11  

3 SafeguardS 119/12  
4 Public Act 97-1107 amending the Mercury-

added Product Prohibition Act’, HB 1621, 97th 
Illinois General Assembly 

http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=2950&GAID=11&GA=97&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=63829&SessionID=84�
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=2950&GAID=11&GA=97&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=63829&SessionID=84�
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=2950&GAID=11&GA=97&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=63829&SessionID=84�
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=2950&GAID=11&GA=97&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=63829&SessionID=84�
http://newsletter.sgs.com/eNewsletterPro/uploadedimages/000006/sgs-safeguards-134-safeguard-us-delaware-bans-bpa-in-childrens-food-contact-products-en-11.pdf�
http://newsletter.sgs.com/eNewsletterPro/uploadedimages/000006/sgs-safeguards-13611-connecticut-ban-of-bpa-in-receipt-paper-en-11.pdf�
http://newsletter.sgs.com/eNewsletterPro/uploadedimages/000006/sgs-safeguards-11912-us-fda-disallows-polycarbonaye-resins-for-baby-feeding-bottles-and-sippy-cups-a4-en-12.pdf�
http://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=1261&GAID=11&GA=97&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=57238&SessionID=84�
http://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=1261&GAID=11&GA=97&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=57238&SessionID=84�
http://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=1261&GAID=11&GA=97&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=57238&SessionID=84�
http://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=1261&GAID=11&GA=97&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=57238&SessionID=84�
http://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=1261&GAID=11&GA=97&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=57238&SessionID=84�
http://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=1261&GAID=11&GA=97&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=57238&SessionID=84�
http://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=1261&GAID=11&GA=97&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=57238&SessionID=84�
http://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=1261&GAID=11&GA=97&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=57238&SessionID=84�
http://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=1261&GAID=11&GA=97&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=57238&SessionID=84�


TOYS & JUVENILE PRODUCTS, ELECTRICAL & ELECTRONICS                  NO. 149/12 SEPT 2012      P.2 

FOR ENQUIRIES:      

Global Competence Support Centre: gcsc@sgs.com 
HK– Hingwo Tsang Tel: +852 2774 7420 or Hingwo.Tsang@sgs.com 
US–Sanjeev Gandhi Tel: +973-461-7924 or Sanjeev.Gandhi@sgs.com 
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Americas – USA. Tel: +1 973 575 5252 Fax: +1 973 575 7175  uscts.inquiries@sgs.com 

www.sgs.com/cts Global Competence Support Centre: gcsc@sgs.com 
If you wish to unsubscribe to this technical bulletin, go here: Unsubscribe 

© 2012 SGS SA. All rights reserved. This is a publication of 
SGS, except for 3rd parties’ contents submitted or licensed for 
use by SGS. SGS neither endorses nor disapproves said 3rd 
parties contents. This publication is intended to provide 
technical information and shall not be considered an 
exhaustive treatment of any subject treated. It is strictly 
educational and does not replace any legal requirements or 
applicable regulations. It is not intended to constitute 
consulting or professional advice. The information contained 
herein is provided “as is” and SGS does not warrant that it will 
be error-free or will meet any particular criteria of performance 
or quality. Do not quote or refer any information herein without 
SGS’s prior written consent. 

TABLE 1.  

JURISDICTION REGULATION (ACT) SUBSTANCE SCOPE REQUIREMENT EFFECTIVE DATE 

Public Act 97-1101 
(Toxin-Free Toddler 
Act) 

BPA Food and beverage 
containers for 
children under 3 

Prohibited 1 Jan 2013 
(manufacturer & 
wholesaler)  

1 Jan 2014 
(retailer) 

Public Act 97-1107 
(amending ‘The 
Mercury-added 
Product Prohibition 
Act’) 

Mercury Zinc air button cell 
batteries 

Prohibited 1 Jul 2013 

US 
Illinois 

Throughout our global network of laboratories, we are able to provide a range of 
services, including analytical testing and consultancy for BPA, mercury and other 
restricted substances in consumer products for the US and international markets. 
Please do not hesitate to contact us for further information. 
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