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SAFEGUARDS 

FRANCE EXTENDS RESTRICTION OF FORMAMIDE IN 
TOY PUZZLE MATS 
France recently extended the temporary restriction of formamide in toy puzzle mats. The extension period is for 
a further 12 months and took effect on 1 August 2013. 

CONSUMER GOODS AND RETAIL 

In December 2010, Belgium and France announced the removal of toy puzzle mats 
from shelves due to excessive quantities of formamide; a substance classified as 
reprotoxic (toxic to reproduction)1.   
 
In July 2011, France restricted formamide in toy puzzle mats temporarily. This 
temporary restriction recognised the use of one of three designated methods and 
their corresponding limits for demonstration of compliance. The restriction was 
however valid until July 20122.   
 

In August 2012, France extended the temporary restriction of formamide in toy puzzle 
mats for a period of 12 months; extending the validity period from 1 August 2012 to 
31 July 20133. This new law restricted formamide content to no more than 200 
mg/kg. 
 
On 4 August 2013, Decree of 1 August 2013 was published in the France Official 
Gazette to extend the temporary restriction of formamide in toy puzzle mats for 
another year; from 1 August 2013 to 31 July 20144. The limit of no more than 200 
mg/kg remains unchanged. 
 
Highlights of the new law are summarised in Table 1. 

TABLE 1.  

JURISDICTION REGULATION SUBSTANCE SCOPE REQUIREMENT EFFECTIVE DATE 

France Decree of 1 August 2013 Formamide Toy puzzle mats ≤ 200 mg/kg 1 August 2013 
(until 31 July 2014) 

1 SafeGuardS 211/10 
2 SafeGuardS 142/11   
3 SafeGuardS 129/12 and referencs therein  
4 Decree of 1 August 2013, Official Gazette No. 
0180 of August 4, 2013  

http://newsletter.sgs.com/eNewsletterPro/uploadedimages/000006/SGS-Safeguards-21110-Belgium-and-France-Prohibit-Formamide-in-Puzzle-Mats-EN-10.pdf�
http://newsletter.sgs.com/eNewsletterPro/uploadedimages/000006/sgs-safeguards-14211-france-specifies-methods-and-limits-for-formamide-in-puzzle-mats-a4-en-11.pdf�
http://newsletter.sgs.com/eNewsletterPro/uploadedimages/000006/sgs-safeguards-1291212-france-extends-temporary-ban-for-formamide-in-puzzle-mats-a4-en-12.pdf�
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?dateTexte=&categorieLien=id&cidTexte=JORFTEXT000027800747&fastPos=4&fastReqId=1604382968&oldAction=rechExpTexteJorf�
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?dateTexte=&categorieLien=id&cidTexte=JORFTEXT000027800747&fastPos=4&fastReqId=1604382968&oldAction=rechExpTexteJorf�
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?dateTexte=&categorieLien=id&cidTexte=JORFTEXT000027800747&fastPos=4&fastReqId=1604382968&oldAction=rechExpTexteJorf�
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?dateTexte=&categorieLien=id&cidTexte=JORFTEXT000027800747&fastPos=4&fastReqId=1604382968&oldAction=rechExpTexteJorf�


Throughout our global network, SGS offers consultation and comprehensive testing 
services (physical/mechanical, chemical, flammability, electrical safety, etc) covering 
the full spectrum of international product safety and regulatory standards for a wide 
range of toys. Our laboratories are internationally recognized by major industry 
associations, accreditation bodies and authorities. With the largest global network of 
toy experts and testing facilities around the world (including 5 EU Notified Bodies and 
about 40 CPSC-Accepted Testing Laboratories), SGS is the partner to trust. For more 
information, please feel free to contact us or visit our website. 
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FOR ENQUIRIES:    

  
Global Competence Support Centre: 
gcsc@sgs.com 
 
HK– Hingwo Tsang Tel: +852 2774 7420 or 
Hingwo.Tsang@sgs.com 
 

Asia – Hong Kong,  
Tel: +852 2334 4481,  
mktg.hk@sgs.com 
 
Australasia – Perth.  
Tel: +61 (0) 3 9790 3418  
au.cts@sgs.com 
 
 
Europe – London – UK.  
Tel: +44(0) 203 008 7860 
gb.cts.sales@sgs.com 
 
Africa & Middle East – Turkey.  
Tel: +90 212 368 40 00 
sgs.turkey@sgs.com 
 
Americas – USA.  
Tel: +1 973 575 5252 
uscts.inquiries@sgs.com 
 
www.sgs.com/cgnr  
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