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EUROPEAN COMMISSION PUBLISHES NEW ‘BLUE
GUIDE’ ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF EU PRODUCT
RULES

In 2000 the European Commission published the original ‘Blue Guide' as guidance to the implementation of
directives based on the New Approach and Global Approach. New approach directives define ‘essential
requirements’ related to health, safety and environmental issues and are fulfilled through the path of European
harmonized standards. New approach directives include Personal Protective Equipment, Toy safety and gas
appliances. The Global approach is based on general guidelines and detailed procedures for conformity
assessment of products prior to their marketing. The Blue guide has been the main source of reference for the
implementation of legislation based on the New Approach, now covered by the New Legislative Framework
(NLF).

The 2014 edition has been updated to cover new developments including the
common understanding of the New Legislative Framework for the marketing of
products.

The new version of the guide includes new chapters such as the obligations of
economic operators and revised chapters such as standardisation and market
surveillance.

With the inclusion of the New Legislative Framework, the guide is also likely to be
used by all types of Union harmonized legislation and not only the ‘New Approach’
directives.

The guide contains chapters on the following;

° Regulating the free movement of goods,

° When does Union harmonisation legislation on products apply?
° The actors in the product supply chain and their obligations,

° Product requirements,

° Conformity assessment,

. Accreditation,

. Market surveillance,

° Free movement of products within the EU,

° International aspects on the EU legislation on products,
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Annexes

EU legislation referred to in the guide
Additional guidance documents
Useful web addresses

Conformity assessment procedures

Relations between ISO 9000 and modules requiring a quality assurance system
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Using harmonized standards to assess the competence of conformity
assessment bodies

0 Frequently asked questions on CE marking

The Blue guide can be downloaded from the EU Enterprise and Industry website
Blue Guide.

Throughout our global network, SGS offers consultation and comprehensive testing
services covering the full spectrum of international product safety and regulatory
standard for a wide range of consumer products. To know more about our services,
please visit our website.

FOR ENQUIRIES:
Asia — Hong Kong,

Global Competence Support Centre: Tel: +852 2334 4481,
gcsc@sgs.com mktg.hk@sgs.com

UK- David Smith, Tel: +44 203008 7860 or Australasia — Perth.
David.Smith@sgs.com Tel: +61 (0) 39790 3418

au.cts@sgs.com

Europe - London - UK.
Tel: +44(0) 203 008 7860
gb.cts.sales@sgs.com

Africa & Middle East — Turkey.
Tel: +90 212 368 40 00
sgs.turkey@sgs.com

Americas — USA.
Tel: +1 973 575 5252
uscts.inquiries@sgs.com

WWW.s@s.com/cgnr
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parties’ contents submitted or licensed for use by SGS. SGS
neither endorses nor disapproves said 3" parties contents.
This publication is intended to provide technical information
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subject treated. It is strictly educational and does not replace
any legal requirements or applicable regulations. It is not
intended to constitute consulting or professional advice. The
information contained herein is provided “as is” and SGS does
not warrant that it will be error-free or will meet any particular
criteria of performance or quality. Do not quote or refer any
information herein without SGS's prior written consent.
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