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SAFEGUARDS 

US EPA EXPANDS SAFER CHEMICAL LIST FOR DfE 
LABELED PRODUCTS 
The US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) added more than 130 chemicals to its Safer Chemical 
Ingredients List on 24 July 2013. Among the 132 substances added to the list are 119 fragrances that are used 

in commercial and consumer cleaning products. These are the first fragrance chemicals to be included on the 
Safer Chemicals List. 

CONSUMER GOODS AND RETAIL 

A total of 602 chemicals are included in the Safer Chemical Ingredients List1 which 
was created by the EPA in September 2012. In a news release2 the EPA stated that 
"Fragrances are an important yet complex part of many consumer cleaning products.  
By adding fragrance and other chemicals to the Safer Chemical Ingredients List, EPA 
continues its commitment to help companies make safer products and provide the 
public with greater access to chemical information."  
 
Using a three level safety classification the list serves as a guide for EPA’s voluntary 
Design for the Environment3 (DfE) labeled products. Those must meet EPA’s 
rigorous, scientific standards for protecting human health and the environment.  All-
purpose cleaners, laundry and dishwasher detergents, window cleaners, car and boat 
care, and many other products are among the more than 2,500 products certified 
under the DfE Standard for Safer Products.  
 
Throughout our global network of laboratories, we are able to provide a range of 
services, including analytical testing for various restricted substances in consumer 
products for compliance with regulations across the world. Please do not hesitate to 
contact us for further information. 
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Australasia – Perth.  
Tel: +61 (0) 3 9790 3418  
au.cts@sgs.com 

© 2013 SGS SA. All rights reserved. This is a publication of 
SGS, except for 3rd parties’ contents submitted or licensed for 
use by SGS. SGS neither endorses nor disapproves said 3rd 
parties contents. This publication is intended to provide 
technical information and shall not be considered an 
exhaustive treatment of any subject treated. It is strictly 
educational and does not replace any legal requirements or 
applicable regulations. It is not intended to constitute 
consulting or professional advice. The information contained 
herein is provided “as is” and SGS does not warrant that it will 
be error-free or will meet any particular criteria of performance 
or quality. Do not quote or refer any information herein without 
SGS’s prior written consent. 

 
 
Europe – London – UK.  
Tel: +44(0) 203 008 7860 
gb.cts.sales@sgs.com 
 
Africa & Middle East – Turkey.  
Tel: +90 212 368 40 00 
sgs.turkey@sgs.com 
 
Americas – USA.  
Tel: +1 973 575 5252 
uscts.inquiries@sgs.com 
 
www.sgs.com/cgnr  

1 Safer Chemical Ingredients for Use in DfE-
Labeled Products 

2 EPA Expands List of Safer Chemical 
Ingredients  

3 What Does the DfE Label Mean? 

mailto:gcsc@sgs.com�
mailto:Sanjeev.Gandhi@sgs.com�
mailto:mktg.hk@sgs.com�
mailto:au.cts@sgs.com�
mailto:gb.cts.sales@sgs.com�
mailto:sgs.turkey@sgs.com�
mailto:uscts.inquiries@sgs.com�
http://www.sgs.com/cgnr�
http://www.epa.gov/dfe/saferingredients.htm�
http://www.epa.gov/dfe/saferingredients.htm�
http://www.epa.gov/dfe/saferingredients.htm�
http://www.epa.gov/dfe/saferingredients.htm�
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/bd4379a92ceceeac8525735900400c27/c1c3c132ea1993a085257bb2005d596b!OpenDocument�
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/bd4379a92ceceeac8525735900400c27/c1c3c132ea1993a085257bb2005d596b!OpenDocument�
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/bd4379a92ceceeac8525735900400c27/c1c3c132ea1993a085257bb2005d596b!OpenDocument�
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/bd4379a92ceceeac8525735900400c27/c1c3c132ea1993a085257bb2005d596b!OpenDocument�
http://www.epa.gov/dfe/pubs/projects/formulat/label.htm�

