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SAFEGUARDS 

CHINA NOTIFIES WTO TO STRENGTHEN TWO TOY 
SAFETY STANDARDS 
China has recently notified the World Trade Organisation (WTO) on proposed amendments to two toy safety 
standards. One proposal is to strengthen the migration limits for finger paints and the other is a new proposal to 

restrict six forms of phthalates in toy materials. The proposed date of adoption is December 2013 and the date 
of entry into force is June 2014. 

CONSUMER GOODS AND RETAIL 

On 1 July 2013, the Standardisation Administration of China (SAC) notified the WTO 
on two toy safety standards, GB 6675.1-201X (Basic Code)1 and GB 6675.4-201X 
(Migration of certain elements)2.  

The standard GB 6675-2003 is proposed to split into four separate standards: 
1. GB 6675.1-201X (Basic Code) 
2. GB 6675.2-201X (Mechanical and physical properties)3 

3. GB 6675.3-201X (Flammability)4 
4. GB 6675.4-201X (Migration of certain elements). 

The proposed amendment by the inclusion of 6 forms of phthalates (BBP, DBP, 
DEHP, DIDP, DINP and DNOP) to GB 6675.1-201X provides new improvements to 
toy safety. Under the proposal, the 6 phthalates are differentiated into 2 groups of 3 
phthalates. The phthalates BBP, DBP and DEHP are restricted to no more than 0.1% 
in a toy material. The other 3 phthalates (DIDP, DINP and DNOP) are restricted to no 
more than 0.1% if a toy material can be placed in the mouth. 

The migration limits for both finger paints and modelling clay in GB 6675-2003 are 
identical. The revised proposal GB 6675.4-201X clearly differentiates migration limits 
for finger paints from modelling clay. The newly adjusted migration limits for finger 
paints have been strengthened relative to modelling clay. This differentiation is a 
major deviation from ISO 8124-3.2010, an international standard on which the 
majority of technical specifications have been adopted in the proposal. 
According to the WTO notifications, GB 6675.1-201X and GB 6675.4-201X are going 
to be adopted in December 2013 and enter into force in June 2014. 

Highlights on the prominent changes in the proposed GB 6675.1-201X and GB 
6675.4-201X are summarised in Tables 1 and 2. 

1 G/TBT/N/CHN/969, WTO, and references therein 
   GB 6675.1 201X (Basic Code) 
2 G/TBT/N/CHN/972, WTO, and references therein 
3 G/TBT/N/CHN/970, WTO, and references therein 
4 G/TBT/N/CHN/971, WTO, and references therein  

http://www.wtocenter.org.tw/SmartKMS/fileviewer?id=134265�
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/DDFDocuments/117668/2013/TBT/CHN/13_2414_00_x.pdf�
http://www.wtocenter.org.tw/SmartKMS/fileviewer?id=134266�
http://www.wtocenter.org.tw/SmartKMS/fileviewer?id=134178�
http://www.wtocenter.org.tw/SmartKMS/fileviewer?id=134179�
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TABLE 1. PROPOSED REVISION TO INCLUDE 6 PHTHALATES TO GB 6675.1-201X (BASIC CODE)  

GB 6675.1-201X (BASIC CODE) 

SUBSTANCE CAS SCOPE REQUIREMENT PROPOSED DATE OF ENTRY INTO FORCE 

Dibutyl phthalate (DBP) 84-74-2 Toy ≤ 0.1% 
(sum) 

June 2014  

Butyl benzyl phthalate (BBP) 85-68-7 

Bis-(2-ethylhexyl) phthalate (DEHP) 117-81-7 

Di-n-octyl phthalate  (DNOP) 117-84-0 Toy that can 
be placed in 
the mouth 

≤ 0.1% 
(sum) 

Diisononyl phthalate (DINP) 68515-48-0 

Diisodecyl phthalate (DIDP) 26761-40-0 

Exemption 

≤ 10 mg of toy material   

TABLE 2. PROPOSED NEWLY ADJUSTED MIGRATION LIMITS FOR FINGER PAINTS TO GB 6675.4-201X (MIGRATION OF 

CERTAIN ELEMENTS)  

GB 6675.4-201X (MIGRATION OF CERTAIN ELEMENTS)  

SOLUBLE 

ELEMENT 

MIGRATION LIMIT (MG/KG) 
PROPOSED DATE 

OF ENTRY INTO 

FORCE  
MODELLING 

CLAY 

TOY MATERIAL OTHER THAN MODELLING 

CLAY AND FINGER PAINT 

FINGER PAINT 

(NEWLY ADJUSTED) 

Antimony (Sb) 60 60 10 

Arsenic (As) 25 25 10 

Barium (Ba) 250 1000 350 

Cadmium (Cd) 50 75 15 

Chromium (Cr) 25 60 25 

Lead (Pb) 90 90 25 

Mercury (Hg) 25 60 10 

Selenium (Se) 500 500 50 

June 2014  



Throughout our global network, SGS offers consultation and comprehensive testing 
services (physical/mechanical, chemical, flammability, electrical safety, etc) covering 
the full spectrum of international product safety and regulatory standards for a wide 
range of toys. Our laboratories are internationally recognized by major industry 
associations, accreditation bodies and authorities. With the largest global network of 
toy experts and testing facilities around the world (including 5 EU Notified Bodies and 
about 40 CPSC-Accepted Testing Laboratories), SGS is the partner to trust. Please do 
not hesitate to contact us for further information or visit our website. 
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FOR ENQUIRIES:    

  
Global Competence Support Centre: 
gcsc@sgs.com 
 
HK– Hingwo Tsang Tel: +852 2774 7420 or 
Hingwo.Tsang@sgs.com 

© 2013 SGS SA. All rights reserved. This is a publication of 
SGS, except for 3rd parties’ contents submitted or licensed for 
use by SGS. SGS neither endorses nor disapproves said 3rd 
parties contents. This publication is intended to provide 
technical information and shall not be considered an 
exhaustive treatment of any subject treated. It is strictly 
educational and does not replace any legal requirements or 
applicable regulations. It is not intended to constitute 
consulting or professional advice. The information contained 
herein is provided “as is” and SGS does not warrant that it will 
be error-free or will meet any particular criteria of performance 
or quality. Do not quote or refer any information herein 
without SGS’s prior written consent. 

Asia – Hong Kong,  
Tel: +852 2334 4481,  
mktg.hk@sgs.com 
 
Australasia – Perth.  
Tel: +61 (0) 3 9790 3418  
au.cts@sgs.com 
 
Europe – London – UK.  
Tel: +44(0) 203 008 7860 
gb.cts.sales@sgs.com 
 
Africa & Middle East – Turkey.  
Tel: +90 212 368 40 00 
sgs.turkey@sgs.com 
 
Americas – USA.  
Tel: +1 973 575 5252 
uscts.inquiries@sgs.com 
 
www.sgs.com/cgnr  
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