
SOFTLINES           NO. 128/14 JULY 2014 

SAFEGUARDS 

US FTC APPROVES FINAL CHANGES TO THE WOOL 
PRODUCTS LABELLING RULES 
The U.S. Federal Trade Commission (FTC) has recently approved its final changes to the Wool Products 
Labelling Rules1, which now incorporate the Wool Act’s new definitions for cashmere and fine wools and 

provide more flexibility to the industry in advertising certain fibres on their hangtags. The amended Rules are 
effective on 7 July 2014. 

CONSUMER GOODS AND RETAIL 

The Commission announced amendments to its rules and regulations under the Wool 
Products Labelling Act of 1939, by revising the labelling requirements for cashmere 
and certain other wool products, and harmonized the rules and regulations with the 
amended rules and regulations under the Textile Fiber Products Identification Act. 
 
Changes made by the Commission and adopted as below: 
 
1. Fiber Content Disclosures: 

 Incorporating the Wool Act’s new definitions for cashmere and very fine wools 

 Clarifying existing descriptions of products containing virgin or new wool 

 Allowing certain hang-tags disclosing fiber trademarks and performance even if 

they do not disclose the product’s full fiber content 
 
2. Additional Proposed Amendments to Align Wool and Textile Rules: 

 Stating that an imported product’s country of origin as determined under the 

laws and regulations enforced by U.S. Customs and Border Protection shall be 
the country where the product was processed or manufactured 

 Removing outdated reference to the Treasury Department and instead 

referencing relevant Tariff Acts and regulations 

 Amend the provisions relating to documents, such as invoices and guaranties, 

to better address e-commerce 
 
However, the Commission notes that it is not adopting a proposed requirement for 
continuing guaranties to be renewed annually due to insufficient evidence to 
conclude that it would increase the reliability or that the benefits of imposing would 
exceed the costs. For more detailed information, access the Final Rule at https://
www.federalregister.gov/articles/2014/06/04/2014-12736/rules-and-regulations-under-
the-wool-products-labeling-act-of-1939#h-9. 

1 FTC News Release, Final Rules  
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This publication is intended to provide technical information 
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subject treated. It is strictly educational and does not replace 
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intended to constitute consulting or professional advice. The 
information contained herein is provided “as is” and SGS does 
not warrant that it will be error-free or will meet any particular 
criteria of performance or quality. Do not quote or refer any 
information herein without SGS’s prior written consent. 

SGS Global Softlines has an extensive network of over 40 laboratories worldwide, 
with a strong team of committed professionals from multi-disciplinary backgrounds. 
Our internationally accredited state-of-the-art testing laboratories offer a 
comprehensive range of physical, chemical and functional testing services for 
components, materials and finished products. We help your company ensure quality, 
performance and compliance with international, industrial and regulatory standards 
worldwide. Discover more at www.sgs.com/en/Consumer-Goods-Retail/Softlines-and
-Accessories. 
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