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EUROPEAN COUNCIL ADOPTS WEEE 
DIRECTIVE RECAST, WITH NEW 
INCREASED RECYCLING TARGETS  
On June 7 2012, the EU Council of Ministers has formally adopted a recast version of the WEEE Directive (PE-
CONS 2/12) after the European Parliament’s and Commission’s decision earlier this year1. The recast includes 

new increased targets reaching a peak of 85 percent for the recovery of certain Electrical and Electronic 
Equipment falling under Annex I, categories 1 or 10. The new WEEE rules are also aimed at reducing illegal 

exports of e-waste from the EU and seek to improve environmental performance at every stage in the life cycle 
of EEE. 

Once published in the Official Journal of 
the European Union the new WEEE 
Recast will amend Directive 
2002/96/EC which entered into force in 
February 2003. Four years after the 
directive recast enters into force, 
member states will have to achieve an 
annual collection rate of 45% of the 
average weight of all EEE placed on 
their national markets. Three years after 
that, member states will have to reach 
a 65% collection rate. Some member 
states that lack the required recycling 
infrastructure or have reduced rates of 
electronic products consumption may 
be granted some delays in achieving 
these targets. The new legislation will 
also include steps that harmonize 
national registration and reporting 

1 European Commission - information on WEEE Recast  

requirements across the member states, in a bid to ease the transition to the new 
requirements.  

http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/12/pe00/pe00002.en12.pdf�
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/12/pe00/pe00002.en12.pdf�
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/12/pe00/pe00002.en12.pdf�
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/12/pe00/pe00002.en12.pdf�
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/weee/index_en.htm�


ELECTRICAL & ELECTRONICS                  NO. 113/12 JULY 2012      P.2 

FOR ENQUIRIES:      

Global Competence Support Centre: gcsc@sgs.com 
Global E&E Team: ee.global@sgs.com  

Asia – Hong Kong. Tel: +852 2334 4481 Fax: +852 2144 7001  mktg.hk@sgs.com 
Australasia – Perth. Tel: +61 (0) 3 9790 3418 Fax: +61 (0) 3 9701 0988 au.cts@sgs.com 
Europe – London – UK. Tel: +44(0) 203 008 7860 Fax: +44 (0) 203 00 7870 gb.cts.sales@sgs.com 
Africa & Middle East – Turkey. Tel: +90 212 368 40 00 Fax: +90 212 296  47 82 sgs.turkey@sgs.com 
Americas – USA. Tel: +1 973 575 5252 Fax: +1 973 575 7175  uscts.inquiries@sgs.com 

www.sgs.com/cts Global Competence Support Centre: gcsc@sgs.com 
If you wish to unsubscribe to this technical bulletin, go here: Unsubscribe 

© 2012 SGS SA. All rights reserved. This is a publication of 
SGS, except for 3rd parties’ contents submitted or licensed for 
use by SGS. SGS neither endorses nor disapproves said 3rd 
parties contents. This publication is intended to provide 
technical information and shall not be considered an 
exhaustive treatment of any subject treated. It is strictly 
educational and does not replace any legal requirements or 
applicable regulations. It is not intended to constitute 
consulting or professional advice. The information contained 
herein is provided “as is” and SGS does not warrant that it will 
be error-free or will meet any particular criteria of performance 
or quality. Do not quote or refer any information herein without 
SGS’s prior written consent. 

The WEEE recast increases manufacturer responsibility with regard to the 
environmental performance of their products and encourages improvements in the 
design and production of EEE that enable quick upgrades, re-use, disassembly and 
recycling.  Large electronics retail stores will also have to accommodate the 
collection of small pieces of e-waste (no external dimension larger than 25cm) from 
end-consumers, free of charge. 

The scope of the WEEE recast will now cover, in principle, all types of electrical and 
electronic equipment, including items such as photovoltaic panels, products 
containing ozone-depleting substances and fluorescent lamps. These will have to be 
collected and treated separately six years after the WEEE recast comes into force. 

The WEEE recast reclassifies EEE into a smaller number of product categories and 
after a transitional period with 10 categories (Annex I) their number will be reduced to 
6 (Annex III). Although this means WEEE recast product categories will deviate from 
the closely linked RoHS 2 directive, which includes 11 categories, the categories 
covered by both directives overlap in large degrees but have some substantial 
differences. One example of a deviation is photovoltaic panels which are exempt 
from RoHS 2 Directive 2011/65/EU Article 2 (i) but covered by WEEE recast annex IV 
(4.) “Large equipment”.  

WEEE recast registration requirements for producers or authorized representatives 
are outlined in Article 16 and Annex X. As the national registration authorities have 
not been linked closely in the past, now EU Member States need to establish such 
links to other national registers in order to facilitate registration.  

SGS as the world’s leader in third party 
testing has established procedures to 
cover a large variety of legal requirements 
related to your products. The global 
footprint of SGS will provide solutions 
wherever you are. Our experts may 
support you in product compliance with 
consumer product related requirements. 
Regardless if you are in need of chemical 
testing or services in the fields of 
inspection, certification, compliance 
assurance, outsourcing, training or 
auditing SGS is dedicated to satisfy your 
needs. Providing service to help your 
products to be fit for the market 
requirements of the future – whatever the 
legal frameworks might be. 
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