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SOFTLINES                      NO. 092/12 JUN 2012 

SAFEGUARDS 

EGYPTIAN GENERAL REQUIREMENT FOR 
LEATHER PRODUCTS 
In June 2012, the General Organization for Export and Import Control (GOEIC) required that imported textile and 
leather products listed in the Ministerial Decrees No. 626/2011 and 660/2011 must be accompanied with an 

inspection certificate for each shipment or pre-registration with GOEIC by the importers when imported into 
Egypt.1, 2 Compliance with the Ministerial Decrees requires that these goods must meet the requirements of 

the country’s mandatory quality and safety standards. 

In order to be released and sold in 
Egypt, all imported leather products, 
including leather, leather products, 
artificial leather, shoes and their parts, 
and bags which are listed in the 
Ministerial Decrees No. 660/2011, are 
subject to quality control examination 
and must conform to the relevant 
Egyptian standard specification. For 
leather products, Egyptian standard of 
ES 6535/2008 - “General Requirements 
of Manufactured Leather” and ES 
7322/2011 – “Safety & Health Criteria 
for Leather Products and Its Parts” may 
apply. 

The highlights of the requirements for 
the Egyptian standard ES 6535/2008 
and ES 7322/2011 are summarized in 
Table 1 and Table 2 respectively. 

TEST ITEM 
LEATHER 

NATURAL LEATHER ARTIFICIAL LEATHER 

Resistance to tear (kg/cm) Min. 30 Min. 20 

Colorfastness to rubbing 
dry & wet 

Dry: Min. 4 
Wet: Min. 3 

Min. 3 

Ash test 2.5% Max. 

Colorfastness to perspiration Min. 3 

Moisture content 18% Max 

Colorfastness to light Min. 6 Min. 4 

Resistance to flexing 30,000 flexions 

pH 3.5 Min. 

PCP (mg/kg) Free - 

TABLE 1. SUMMARY OF THE TESTING REQUIREMENTS FOR ES 6535/2008 

Additional requirements for product labeling under ES 6535/2008: 

 Product name and the trade mark 

 Contents 

 The size in case of belt 

 Country of origin 

1  Safeguards No. 030/12 – New Regulation For 
Textiles & Leather Products Imported Into 
Egypt  

2  Safeguards No. 055/12 – SGS is approved by 
Egypt GOEIC as an accredited 3rd party 
inspecting company  
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TEST ITEM 
LEATHER 

TEXTILE 
NATURAL LEATHER ARTIFICIAL LEATHER 

Formaldehyde  150 mg/kg 75 mg/kg - 

Azo Dyes Should not be used Should not be used - 

Azo dyes - Navy Blue 0.1% (w/w) Should not be used - 

 Phthalates 
(DEHP, DBP, BBP, DNOP, DINP, DIDP) 

0.1% (each) 
(Coated leather) 

0.1% (each) 0.1% (each) - 

Cadmium 0.01% (each) 
(Coated leather) 

0.01% 0.01% 
(Printed textile) 

- 

Nickel release - - 0.5 μg/cm2/ week 

Soluble heavy metal 
  

Sb < 60 mg/kg 
As < 25 mg/kg 
Ba < 1000 mg/kg 
Cd < 75 mg/kg 
Cr < 60 mg/kg 
Pb < 90 mg/kg 
Hg < 60 mg/kg 
Se < 500 mg/kg 
(for Children’s footwear less than 36 months - size 26 & less)  

Chromium VI 3 mg/kg - - - 

PCP 1 mg/kg; 
Used in footwear 
manufacturing (lumber 
- cork): 5 mg/kg 

- 1 mg/kg - 

Monomer of PVC (VCM) 1mg/kg 
(Coated leather) 

1 mg/kg 
(Polyvinlychloride) 

- - 

METAL PART 

TABLE 2. SUMMARY OF THE TESTING REQUIREMENTS FOR ES 7322/2011  

FOR ENQUIRIES:      

Global Competence Support Centre: gcsc@sgs.com 
Global Softlines Development Office: global.sl@sgs.com 

Asia – Hong Kong. Tel: +852 2334 4481 Fax: +852 2144 7001  mktg.hk@sgs.com 
Australasia – Perth. Tel: +61 (0) 3 9790 3418 Fax: +61 (0) 3 9701 0988 au.cts@sgs.com 
Europe – London – UK. Tel: +44(0) 203 008 7860 Fax: +44 (0) 203 00 7870 gb.cts.sales@sgs.com 
Africa & Middle East – Turkey. Tel: +90 212 368 40 00 Fax: +90 212 296  47 82 sgs.turkey@sgs.com 
Americas – USA. Tel: +1 973 575 5252 Fax: +1 973 575 7175  uscts.inquiries@sgs.com 

www.sgs.com/cts Global Competence Support Centre: gcsc@sgs.com 
If you wish to unsubscribe to this technical bulletin, go here: Unsubscribe 

© 2012 SGS SA. All rights reserved. This is a publication of 
SGS, except for 3rd parties’ contents submitted or licensed for 
use by SGS. SGS neither endorses nor disapproves said 3rd 
parties contents. This publication is intended to provide 
technical information and shall not be considered an 
exhaustive treatment of any subject treated. It is strictly 
educational and does not replace any legal requirements or 
applicable regulations. It is not intended to constitute 
consulting or professional advice. The information contained 
herein is provided “as is” and SGS does not warrant that it will 
be error-free or will meet any particular criteria of performance 
or quality. Do not quote or refer any information herein without 
SGS’s prior written consent. 

Throughout our global network of laboratories and offices, we offer high quality 
testing for textile, footwear and accessories. For more information, please feel free 
to contact us or visit our website at http://www.sgs.com/softlines. 
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