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SAFEGUARDS 

NEW AMENDMENT A3 OF THE EU TOY STANDARD EN 
71-1 
The European standardisation committee CEN published a revision of the toy standard EN 71-1:2011 +A3:2014. 

CONSUMER GOODS AND RETAIL 

A new amendment A3 to the EU toy standard EN 71-1 (physical and mechanical 
requirements) has been published by CEN in March. There is a transitional period 
allowing the old requirements to be used until September 2014. The amendment A3 
is not harmonised yet. A standard or amendment is harmonised after publication in 
the EU Official Journal. Only harmonised standards can be used to show compliance 
to the EU Toy Directive 2009/48/EC.  
 
Amendment on paperboard, visibility and legibility of warnings and interpretation 
issues 
Two different subjects “paperboard” and “warnings” together with some pending 
interpretation issues have been joined in order to reduce the number of amendments 
to EN 71-1. Please find below some highlights of the content: 
 
Paperboard: 
Paperboard is excluded from the small parts requirements. The exclusion is due to 
the properties of paperboard to soften and lose its form and strength when wetted by 
children that chew and bite on paperboard. The wet pieces do not pose a significant 
choking risk. The exclusion although does not apply to paperboards that are small 
parts as received and weakly attached small parts. Attached paperboard pieces that 
are small parts and can be detached by less than 25N can be ingested while they are 
still dry and pose a choking risk. For this paperboard small parts and weakly attached 
small parts are not allowed. 
 
Visibility and legibility of warnings: 
In order to improve the visibility and legibility of warnings, good practice guidance is 
given. 
Please find below the items covered: 

 Emphasise the warning: e.g. by placing them in a prominent position 

 Contrast, background and colours: e.g. by advising sharp contrast and avoiding 

of strong background patterns 

 Reflecting surfaces and obscuring material: e.g. by avoiding highly reflecting 

surfaces 

 Font type: by using sans-serif font 

types 

 Font size: no recommendation is 

given for font size in order to 
avoid the use of only the smallest 
specified font size, however it is 
recommended to use larger font 
sizes where possible to improve 
visibility and legibility. 

 Logical direction of text: by 

considering logical lay-out 
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FOR ENQUIRIES:    
  
Global Competence Support Centre: 
gcsc@sgs.com 
 
NL– Sanda Stefanovic, Tel: +31 181 694 517 or 
Sanda.Stefanovic@sgs.com 
 

Asia – Hong Kong,  
Tel: +852 2334 4481,  
mktg.hk@sgs.com 
 
Australasia – Perth.  
Tel: +61 (0) 3 9790 3418  
au.cts@sgs.com 
 
Europe – London – UK.  
Tel: +44(0) 203 008 7860 
gb.cts.sales@sgs.com 
 
Africa & Middle East – Turkey.  
Tel: +90 212 368 40 00 
sgs.turkey@sgs.com 
 
Americas – USA.  
Tel: +1 973 575 5252 
uscts.inquiries@sgs.com 
 
www.sgs.com/cgnr  
 
 

© SGS Group Management SA – 2014– All rights reserved 
- SGS is a registered trademark of SGS Group 
Management SA. This is a publication of SGS, except for 3rd 
parties’ contents submitted or licensed for use by SGS. SGS 
neither endorses nor disapproves said 3rd parties contents. 
This publication is intended to provide technical information 
and shall not be considered an exhaustive treatment of any 
subject treated. It is strictly educational and does not replace 
any legal requirements or applicable regulations. It is not 
intended to constitute consulting or professional advice. The 
information contained herein is provided “as is” and SGS does 
not warrant that it will be error-free or will meet any particular 
criteria of performance or quality. Do not quote or refer any 
information herein without SGS’s prior written consent. 

Changes due to interpretation issues: 

 Toy and packaging requirements for plastic sheeting and bags have been 

harmonised 

 Explanation of the terms of elastic and felt fabric in relation to small part 

exclusions  

 The accuracy specification for the Gauss meter has been corrected 

 
Throughout our global network, SGS offers consultation and comprehensive testing 
services (physical/mechanical, chemical, flammability, electrical safety, etc) covering 
the full spectrum of international product safety and regulatory standards for a wide 
range of toys. Our laboratories are internationally recognized by major industry 
associations, accreditation bodies and authorities. With the largest global network of 
toy experts and testing facilities around the world (including 4 EU Notified Bodies and 
about 40 CPSC-Accepted Testing Laboratories), SGS is the partner to trust. Please do 
not hesitate to contact us for further information or visit our website. 
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