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SAFEGUARDS 

US LEGISLATION UPDATES 
FLAME RETARDANTS IN CHILDREN’S 
PRODUCTS AND FURNITURE 
A number of States in the US have introduced bills to restrict certain flame retardants in consumer products.  
These bills essentially prohibit the use of flame retardants from the TRIS family in children’s products and 

upholstered furniture. 

In 1977, the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) announced the 

prohibition of the flame retardant tris-(2,3-dibromopropyl) phosphate (TDBPP, also 
known as TRIS) in children’s wearing apparel.¹ 

In August 2011, New York State approved a measure to prohibit the flame retardant 

tris-(2-chloroethy) phosphate (TCEP, also referred to as TRIS) in toys and childcare 

articles for children under the age of 3. The law will be enforced on 1 December 
2013.² 

In October 2011, California incorporated the flame retardant Tris-(1,3-dichloro-2-

propyl) phosphate, TDCPP (yet again known as TRIS), into the Proposition 65 (Prop 

65) list of chemicals as a chemical known to the State to cause cancer. Once the 
chemical was listed, businesses had 12 months to comply with Prop 65 warning 

requirements.  

In January 2013, we informed you that the Center for Environmental Health (CEH), a 

non-profit organisation, initiated the first ever legal action against retailers for 
products containing TDCPP in violation of Prop 65³. The flame retardant TDCPP is 

used in a range of applications including polyurethane (PU) foam materials, plastics, 

resins and fabric backings.  

Since the beginning of 2013, a number of states in the US have introduced bills 
(proposals) to restrict flame retardants, including TDCPP and other members of the 

‘TRIS’ family, in children’s products and upholstered furniture. Highlights of these are 

summarised in Table 1. 

1 CPSC Press Release # 77-030, April 7 1977 
2 SafeguardS 157/11 
3 SafeguardS 018/13 

http://www.cpsc.gov/en/Newsroom/News-Releases/1977/CPSC-Bans-TRIS-Treated-Childrens-Garments/�
http://newsletter.sgs.com/eNewsletterPro/uploadedimages/000006/sgs-safeguards-15711-new-york-bans-tris-flame-retardant-in-childcare-products-a4-en-11.pdf�
http://newsletter.sgs.com/eNewsletterPro/uploadedimages/000006/sgs-safeguards-01813-high-levels-of-flame-retardants-found-in-children-products-in-violation-of-california-law-A4%20-EN-13.pdf�
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TABLE 1.  

JURISDICTION BILL SCOPE 
FLAME 
RETARDANT 

REQUIREMENT 
PROPOSED 
EFFECTIVE DATE 

Connecticut HB 6332 Products for children up to age 3 

such as changing pads, clothing, 
crib mattresses, nursing pillows and 

toys 

TDCPP, TDCP, 

TCEP, TCPP 

Prohibited October 1, 2014 

Maryland HB 99 Child care and toy products for 

children under 3 

TCEP ≤ 0.1 % October 1, 2013 

Massachusetts S 351 1. Products for children up to 12 

2. Residential upholstered 
furniture 

TRIS (TDCPP or  

TCEP or TCPP) 

≤ 50 ppm January 1, 2014 

Consumer products PBDEs* including 

Penta-BDE 
Octa-BDE and 

Deca-BDE 

≤ 0.1 % January 1, 2014 

New Jersey  S1554 / A 

760  

Consumer products Deca-BDE ≤ 0.1 % 1 January 2014 

Vermont   H 241 / 

S081  
  

Plastic shipping pallets or products 

made from recycled shipping pallets 

Deca-BDE ≤ 0.1% July 1, 2013 

Products for children under 12 years 

of age 

TRIS (TDCPP or 

TCEP or TCPP) 

≤ 50 ppm July 1, 2013 

(except inventory 
purchased prior to 

July 1, 2013) 

July 1, 2014 

(retailer) 

Washington 

State  

Engrossed 

substitute 
HB 1294  / 

SB 5181  

1. Children’s products 

2. Residential upholstered 
furniture 

TDCPP or TCEP ≤ 100 ppm 

(engrossed 
substitute HB 

1294) 

July 1, 2015 

* PBDE = polybrominated diphenyl ether 
 

ITEM ACRONYM NAME 

1 Deca-BDE Decabromodiphenyl ether (CAS 1163-19-5) 

2 Octa-BDE Octabromodipheny ether (CAS 32536-52-0) 

To be con’d 
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FOR ENQUIRIES:      

Global Competence Support Centre: gcsc@sgs.com 
HK– Hingwo Tsang Tel: +852 2774 7420 or Hingwo.Tsang@sgs.com 

Asia – Hong Kong. Tel: +852 2334 4481 Fax: +852 2144 7001  mktg.hk@sgs.com 
Australasia – Perth. Tel: +61 (0) 3 9790 3418 Fax: +61 (0) 3 9701 0988 au.cts@sgs.com 
Europe – London – UK. Tel: +44(0) 203 008 7860 Fax: +44 (0) 203 00 7870 gb.cts.sales@sgs.com 
Africa & Middle East – Turkey. Tel: +90 212 368 40 00 Fax: +90 212 296  47 82 sgs.turkey@sgs.com 
Americas – USA. Tel: +1 973 575 5252 Fax: +1 973 575 7175  uscts.inquiries@sgs.com 

www.sgs.com/cts Global Competence Support Centre: gcsc@sgs.com 
If you wish to unsubscribe to this technical bulletin, go here: Unsubscribe 

© 2013 SGS SA. All rights reserved. This is a publication of 
SGS, except for 3rd parties’ contents submitted or licensed for 
use by SGS. SGS neither endorses nor disapproves said 3rd 
parties contents. This publication is intended to provide 
technical information and shall not be considered an 
exhaustive treatment of any subject treated. It is strictly 
educational and does not replace any legal requirements or 
applicable regulations. It is not intended to constitute 
consulting or professional advice. The information contained 
herein is provided “as is” and SGS does not warrant that it will 
be error-free or will meet any particular criteria of performance 
or quality. Do not quote or refer any information herein without 
SGS’s prior written consent. 

ITEM ACRONYM NAME 

3 Penta-BDE Pentabromodiphenyl ether (CAS 3253-81-9) 

4 TCEP Tris-(2-chloroethyl) phosphate (CAS 115-96-8) 

5 TCPP Tris-(2-chloro-1-isopropyl) phosphate (CAS 13674-84-5) 

6 TDCPP / TDCP Tris-(1,3-dichloro-2-propyl) phosphate (CAS 13674-87-8) 

Throughout our global network of laboratories, we are able to provide a range of 

services, including analytical testing and consultancy for flame retardants and other 
restricted substances in consumer products, including toys, childcare articles and 

upholstered furniture, for compliance with the US and worldwide requirements. 

Con’d 

mailto:gcsc@sgs.com�
mailto:Hingwo.Tsang@sgs.com�
mailto:mktg.hk@sgs.com�
mailto:au.cts@sgs.com�
mailto:gb.cts.sales@sgs.com�
mailto:sgs.turkey@sgs.com�
mailto:uscts.inquiries@sgs.com�
http://www.sgs.com/cts�
mailto:gcsc@sgs.com�
http://www.sgs.com/cts_newsletter_unsubscribe_v2.htm?lobId=5547�






SAFEGUARDS
                     No. 049/13 mar 2013
Hardgoods, Toys & juvenile products, softlines
SGS Consumer Testing Services 
US LEGISLATION UPDATES
FLAME RETARDANTS IN CHILDREN’S PRODUCTS AND FURNITURE
A number of States in the US have introduced bills to restrict certain flame retardants in consumer products.  These bills essentially prohibit the use of flame retardants from the TRIS family in children’s products and upholstered furniture.
                 No. 049/13 mar 2013      P.2
Hardgoods, Toys & juvenile products, softlines
Jurisdiction
Bill
Scope
Flame Retardant
Requirement
Proposed Effective Date
Connecticut
HB 6332
Products for children up to age 3 such as changing pads, clothing, crib mattresses, nursing pillows and toys
TDCPP, TDCP, TCEP, TCPP
Prohibited
October 1, 2014
Maryland
HB 99
Child care and toy products for children under 3
TCEP
≤ 0.1 %
October 1, 2013
Massachusetts
S 351
Products for children up to 12
Residential upholstered furniture
TRIS (TDCPP or  TCEP or TCPP)
≤ 50 ppm
January 1, 2014
Consumer products
PBDEs* including Penta-BDE
Octa-BDE and Deca-BDE
≤ 0.1 %
January 1, 2014
New Jersey 
S1554 / A 760 
￼
Consumer products
Deca-BDE
≤ 0.1 %
1 January 2014
Vermont  
H 241 / S081 
 
Plastic shipping pallets or products made from recycled shipping pallets
Deca-BDE
≤ 0.1%
July 1, 2013
Products for children under 12 years of age
TRIS (TDCPP or TCEP or TCPP)
≤ 50 ppm
July 1, 2013
(except inventory purchased prior to July 1, 2013)
July 1, 2014
(retailer)
Washington State 
Engrossed substitute HB 1294  / SB 5181 
Children’s products
Residential upholstered furniture
TDCPP or TCEP
≤ 100 ppm
(engrossed substitute HB 1294)
July 1, 2015
Table 1. 
In 1977, the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) announced the prohibition of the flame retardant tris-(2,3-dibromopropyl) phosphate (TDBPP, also known as TRIS) in children’s wearing apparel.¹
In August 2011, New York State approved a measure to prohibit the flame retardant tris-(2-chloroethy) phosphate (TCEP, also referred to as TRIS) in toys and childcare articles for children under the age of 3. The law will be enforced on 1 December 2013.²
In October 2011, California incorporated the flame retardant Tris-(1,3-dichloro-2-propyl) phosphate, TDCPP (yet again known as TRIS), into the Proposition 65 (Prop 65) list of chemicals as a chemical known to the State to cause cancer. Once the chemical was listed, businesses had 12 months to comply with Prop 65 warning requirements. 
In January 2013, we informed you that the Center for Environmental Health (CEH), a non-profit organisation, initiated the first ever legal action against retailers for products containing TDCPP in violation of Prop 65³. The flame retardant TDCPP is used in a range of applications including polyurethane (PU) foam materials, plastics, resins and fabric backings. 
Since the beginning of 2013, a number of states in the US have introduced bills (proposals) to restrict flame retardants, including TDCPP and other members of the ‘TRIS’ family, in children’s products and upholstered furniture. Highlights of these are summarised in Table 1.
￼
￼
￼
￼
CPSC Press Release # 77-030, April 7 1977, http://www.cpsc.gov/en/Newsroom/News-Releases/1977/CPSC-Bans-TRIS-Treated-Childrens-Garments/ 
SG 157/11
SG 18/13
￼
￼
S 1554, http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2012/Bills/S2000/1554_I1.PDF
A 760, http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2012/Bills/A1000/760_I1.PDF
* PBDE = polybrominated diphenyl ether

Item
Acronym
Name
3
Penta-BDE
Pentabromodiphenyl ether (CAS 3253-81-9)
4
TCEP
Tris-(2-chloroethyl) phosphate (CAS 115-96-8)
5
TCPP
Tris-(2-chloro-1-isopropyl) phosphate (CAS 13674-84-5)
6
TDCPP / TDCP
Tris-(1,3-dichloro-2-propyl) phosphate (CAS 13674-87-8)
Throughout our global network of laboratories, we are able to provide a range of services, including analytical testing and consultancy for flame retardants and other restricted substances in consumer products, including toys, childcare articles and upholstered furniture, for compliance with the US and worldwide requirements. Please do not hesitate to contact us for further information.
© 2013 SGS SA. All rights reserved. This is a publication of SGS, except for 3rd parties’ contents submitted or licensed for use by SGS. SGS neither endorses nor disapproves said 3rd parties contents. This publication is intended to provide technical information and shall not be considered an exhaustive treatment of any subject treated. It is strictly educational and does not replace any legal requirements or applicable regulations. It is not intended to constitute consulting or professional advice. The information contained herein is provided “as is” and SGS does not warrant that it will be error-free or will meet any particular criteria of performance or quality. Do not quote or refer any information herein without SGS’s prior written consent.
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3 SafeguardS 018/13
Item
Acronym
Name
1
Deca-BDE
Decabromodiphenyl ether (CAS 1163-19-5)
2
Octa-BDE
Octabromodipheny ether (CAS 32536-52-0)
To be con’d
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