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SAFEGUARDS 

EU ENVIRONMENTAL FOOTPRINT PILOT PHASE: 
APPLICATIONS FOR FOOD, FEED AND DRINK SECTOR 
CLOSING SOON 

The European Commission has developed two life cycle based methods for the analysis of environmental 
impacts for products (Product Environmental Footprint (PEF)) and organizations (Organisation Environmental 

Footprint (OEF)) to harmonize environmental assessments and their related claims. The methods are currently 
being tested during a three-year pilot phase, with the 1st wave of pilots for non-food products already started in 

November 2013. The call for volunteers for the 2nd wave for products and organizations from the food, feed, 
drink, and related sectors will close on 28 March 2014. It’s not too late to apply. 

CONSUMER GOODS AND RETAIL 

Aiming to promote sustainable consumption, giving consumers reliable and 
comparable information about environmental impacts of products and organizations, 
the European Commission is proposing two Environmental Footprint (EF) methods to 
measure environmental performance of products and organizations1. The methods 
are taking into account a wide range of environmental impacts along the entire life 
cycle and are based on different existing standards, such as ISO 14040 and 14044 for 
life cycle assessment, the ILCD Handbook, and the standards developed by the GHG 
Protocol2. One of the possible outcomes is a simplified environmental claims process 
for manufacturers, based on LCA concepts, and relying as well on additional robust 
data. 
 
The application of the EFs is voluntary; however, it is possible that the methods may 
become mandatory after the pilot phase. The outcomes of the pilot phase will be 
used for policy discussions3. 
 
ABOUT THE PILOT PHASE  
 
The EU Commission launched a three-year testing period to develop, through a multi-
stakeholder dialogue, product and sector specific rules for the conduction of EFs as 
well as benchmarks for specific product groups and sectors. In addition, the pilot 
phase aims to test different B2B and B2C communication tools for the publication of 
PEF and OEF information. 
 
Within the 1st wave of pilots for products and organizations from non-food sectors, 15 
projects were selected from diverse sectors, for example electronic, textile, 
detergents, and paint. The pilots of the first wave started in November 2013 and are 
expected to end in February 20165. SGS is involved in three of the pilots. 
 

1 Single Market for Green Products Initiative 
2 The development of PEF , The development of 

OEF 

3 Presentation from M. Galatola on 1st PEF 
World Summit 2013: The EU Environmental 
Footprint pilot phase and further steps 
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FOR ENQUIRIES:    
  
Global Competence Support Centre: 
gcsc@sgs.com 
 
DE– Ahmad Ansari,Tel: +49 40 30101 815 or 
ahmad.ansari@sgs.com 

Asia – Hong Kong,  
Tel: +852 2334 4481,  
mktg.hk@sgs.com 
 
Australasia – Perth.  
Tel: +61 (0) 3 9790 3418  
au.cts@sgs.com 
 
Europe – London – UK.  
Tel: +44(0) 203 008 7860 
gb.cts.sales@sgs.com 
 
Africa & Middle East – Turkey.  
Tel: +90 212 368 40 00 
sgs.turkey@sgs.com 
 
Americas – USA.  
Tel: +1 973 575 5252 
uscts.inquiries@sgs.com 
 
www.sgs.com/cgnr  

© SGS Group Management SA – 2014– All rights reserved 
- SGS is a registered trademark of SGS Group 
Management SA. This is a publication of SGS, except for 3rd 
parties’ contents submitted or licensed for use by SGS. SGS 
neither endorses nor disapproves said 3rd parties contents. 
This publication is intended to provide technical information 
and shall not be considered an exhaustive treatment of any 
subject treated. It is strictly educational and does not replace 
any legal requirements or applicable regulations. It is not 
intended to constitute consulting or professional advice. The 
information contained herein is provided “as is” and SGS does 
not warrant that it will be error-free or will meet any particular 
criteria of performance or quality. Do not quote or refer any 
information herein without SGS’s prior written consent. 

The 2nd wave of pilots addresses products and organisations from food, feed, drink, 
food packaging and fertilizer sectors as well as catering services. The application 
phase started in January 2014 and will close on 28 March 2014 17:00 CET. Up to ten 
projects will be selected; and are expected to start in June 2014 and end in 
December 2016. 

 

FIGURE 1: TIMELINE OF 2ND WAVE OF PILOTS IN EF PILOT 

06/2014 – 12/2016: Pilot projects 
Definition of scope & representative product 
1st physical consultation 
Screening studies 
Draft category and sector rules 
1st virtual consultation 
Second draft of category and sector rules 
2nd physical consultation 
Supporting studies 
Test of communication vehicles 
2nd virtual consultation 
Final category and sector rules 

04/2014: 
Selection of 
pilots 

01/2014 – 03/2014: 
Call for volunteers 
 

HOW TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PILOT PHASE 
 
There are two ways to participate in the pilot phase: 
 as a leader of a project as member of the Technical Secretariat, or  
 as a stakeholder without a leading role. 
Members of the Technical Secretariat will develop product or sector specific rules, 
will perform EF studies, and will propose and test communication of EF results. 
Stakeholders will accompany and supervise the pilot projects. All documents are 
made publicly available on a wiki page  and each project has to include four 
stakeholder consultations – two physical and two virtual consultations. 
Any organisation or group of organisations of all sizes are able to apply. Also non-
European actors can join the pilot phase, if they have operations on the EU market. 
For pilots, a high share in EU market is requested5. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 
 
Through our network of sustainability 
experts in Asia, Europe and North 
America, SGS supports companies in 
their sustainable development strategy. 
Our global presence, local expertise, 
pragmatic approach and comprehensive 
consulting services, help our clients 
every step of the way with their 
sustainability endeavours. Learn more 
about our services at www.sgs.com/
ecodesign or contact us at 
ecodesign.cts.europe@sgs.com  

4 PEF Pilots, OEF Pilots 
5 CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS 
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