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SAFEGUARDS 

NEW YORK STATE PROPOSES TO PROHIBIT 
FORMAMIDE IN PRODUCTS FOR YOUNG CHILDREN 
New York recently introduced two proposals to prohibit the use of formamide in foam mat products.  The 
enforcement date would be 1 December 2017. 

CONSUMER GOODS AND RETAIL 

On 7 January 2015, the New York State 
Legislature introduced bill A106 and 
companion bill S583 to prohibit the use 
of formamide in foam mat products for 
children up to the age of three1. If 
approved, the new law will take effect 
on the date of enactment and the 
prohibition of formamide will be 
enforced starting 1 December, 2017. 
 
Under the proposal, “foam mat 
product” is defined as mats, 
mattresses and cushions, including 
mats, pads, mattresses and cushions 
for connection with bedding, changing 
platforms, strollers and carriages, high 
chairs, car seats, play pens and toys.  

1 A106, 2015 Legislature 
 Companion bill S583, 2015 Legislature  

http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?default_fld=&bn=A00106&term=2015&Summary=Y&Actions=Y&Votes=Y&Text=Y�
http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?default_fld=&bn=S00583&term=2015&Summary=Y&Actions=Y&Votes=Y&Memo=Y&Text=Y�
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FOR ENQUIRIES:    
  
Global Competence Support Centre: 
gcsc@sgs.com 
 
HK– Hingwo Tsang Tel: +852 2774 7420 or 
Hingwo.Tsang@sgs.com 
 

Asia – Hong Kong,  
Tel: +852 2334 4481,  
mktg.hk@sgs.com 
 
Australasia – Perth.  
Tel: +61 (0) 3 9790 3418  
au.cts@sgs.com 
 
Europe – London – UK.  
Tel: +44(0) 203 008 7860 
gb.cts.sales@sgs.com 
 
Africa & Middle East – Turkey.  
Tel: +90 212 368 40 00 
sgs.turkey@sgs.com 
 
Americas – USA.  
Tel: +1 973 575 5252 
uscts.inquiries@sgs.com 
 
www.sgs.com/cgnr  
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parties’ contents submitted or licensed for use by SGS. SGS 
neither endorses nor disapproves said 3rd parties contents. 
This publication is intended to provide technical information 
and shall not be considered an exhaustive treatment of any 
subject treated. It is strictly educational and does not replace 
any legal requirements or applicable regulations. It is not 
intended to constitute consulting or professional advice. The 
information contained herein is provided “as is” and SGS does 
not warrant that it will be error-free or will meet any particular 
criteria of performance or quality. Do not quote or refer any 
information herein without SGS’s prior written consent. 

TABLE 1.  

FORMAMIDE-FREE CHILDREN’S PRODUCTS ACT 
[A106 (COMPANION BILL S583), 2015 LEGISLATURE] 

SUBSTANCE 
SYNONYM / TRADE 
NAME 

SCOPE REQUIREMENT ENFORCEMENT DATE 

Formamide 
(CAS 75-12-7) 

 Methanamide 

 Carbamaldehyde 

Foam mat products for children up 
to the age of 3 

Prohibited 1 December 2017 

Definition 
Foam mat product means mats, mattresses and cushions, including mats, pads, mattresses and cushions for connection with 
bedding, changing platforms, strollers and carriages, high chairs, car seats, play pens and toys. 

Throughout our global network of laboratories, we are able to provide a range of 
services, including analytical testing and consultancy for restricted substances in 
children’s products for the US and international markets. Please do not hesitate to 
contact us for further information. 
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