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CHINA UPDATES THE NATIONAL SAFETY 
STANDARDS FOR MAXIMUM LEVELS OF 
CONTAMINANTS IN FOODS 
On 29 January, 2013, the Ministry of Health of the People’s Republic of China published Bulletin No.21 of 2012, 
announcing the update of China national safety standard, GB 2762-2012 National food safety standard 

maximum levels of contaminants in foods, effective 1 June 2013. 

GB 2762-2012 identified contaminant MRLs in food published in all old versions of 
food standards. It integrated and modified the MRLs of Lead, Cadmium, Mercury, 
Arsenic, Benzo(a)pyrene and N-dimethylnitrosamine, etc –13 contaminants in total. 
This covers 20 general food products, including cereal, vegetable, fruit, meat, aquatic 
products, seasoning, beverage and wine. Additionally, Selenium, Aluminum, Fluorine 
were deleted in the new standard which now defines 160 MRLs. The standard 
complies with the requirements of food contaminants control in mainland China, and 
the MRLs are almost the same as those published by CAC. 

In appendix A of the updated standard, it defines foodstuff category details, which 
can be used for identifying the MRLs in a product scope. It involves 22 foodstuff 
classes, its subclasses and second subclasses. 

GB 2762 is one of the important food basic standards in the China mainland, other 
relevant basic standards are: 

 GB 2760-2011 National food safety standard uses of food additives 

 GB 2761-2011 National food safety standard Maximum levels of mycotoxins in 

foods 

 GB 2762-2012 National food safety standard Maximum levels of contaminants in 

foods 

 GB 2763-2012 National food safety standard Maximum residue limits for 

pesticides in food 

Recently, a new standard for microbiology control in food product is being studied.  

Reference: 
http://www.moh.gov.cn/mohwsjdj/s7891/20130
1/2b2e7eaaf16647aeace32b490a03ad10.shtml 
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FOR ENQUIRIES:      

Global Competence Support Centre: gcsc@sgs.com 
CN– Roy Zhao Tel: +86 21 61072711 or Roy.Zhao@sgs.com 

Asia – Hong Kong. Tel: +852 2334 4481 Fax: +852 2144 7001  mktg.hk@sgs.com 
Australasia – Perth. Tel: +61 (0) 3 9790 3418 Fax: +61 (0) 3 9701 0988 au.cts@sgs.com 
Europe – London – UK. Tel: +44(0) 203 008 7860 Fax: +44 (0) 203 00 7870 gb.cts.sales@sgs.com 
Africa & Middle East – Turkey. Tel: +90 212 368 40 00 Fax: +90 212 296  47 82 sgs.turkey@sgs.com 
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technical information and shall not be considered an 
exhaustive treatment of any subject treated. It is strictly 
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SGS is committed to keeping you informed of regulatory news and developments. 
Leveraging our global network of laboratories and food experts, SGS provides a 
comprehensive range of food safety and quality solutions including analytical testing, 
audits, certifications, inspections and technical support. We continually invest in our 
world class testing capabilities and state-of-the-art technology to help you reduce 
risks, and improve food safety and quality. For further information please visit our 
website www.foodsafety.sgs.com. 
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