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SAFEGUARDS 

EU ECOLABEL ECOLOGICAL CRITERIA FOR RINSE-OFF 
COSMETICS PRODUCTS 
A new EU Commission Decision 2014/893/EU was published on 9 December 2014 to define the criteria for 
awarding the EU Ecolabel under Regulation (EC) No. 66/2010 for rinse-off cosmetic products and related 

assessment and verification requirements. Decision 2007/506/EC is repealed by this new Decision 2014/893/
EU. 

CONSUMER GOODS AND RETAIL 

Scope of the Decision 2014/893/EU 
The scope of this decision includes: 

 any rinse-off substance or mixture falling under the scope of Cosmetic 

Regulation (EC) No. 1223/2009 

 products intended to be placed in contact with the epidermis and/or the hair 

system, e.g. toilet soaps, shower preparations, hair conditioning products, 
shaving products.  

 Products for both private and professional use 

The scope of this decision excludes: 

 Products that are specifically marketed for disinfecting or anti-bacterial use 

(However, anti-dandruff shampoos are allowed)  

TABLE 1.  ASSESSMENT CRITERIA FOR AWARDING THE EU ECOLABEL FOR ‘RINSE-OFF 
COSMETIC PRODUCTS’ 

CRITERIA  HIGHLIGHTS  

Toxicity to aquatic organism Total Critical Dilution Volume (CDV) toxicity of the product shall not exceed the limits as 
set forth in Table 1 in the Decision 

Biodegradability of surfactants & organic 
ingoing substances 

 All surfactants shall be readily biodegradable under aerobic conditions and 

biodegradable under anaerobic conditions 

 The content of all organic ingoing substances in the product that are aerobically 

non-biodegradable (not readily biodegradable) (and anaerobically shall not exceed 
the limits as set forth in Table 2 

Excluded or limited substances and 
mixtures 

 Specified excluded ingoing substances and mixtures 

 Specified excluded hazardous substances and mixtures with specified Hazard 

statements & Risk phrases 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32014D0893&from=EN�
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:027:0001:0019:en:PDF�
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FOR ENQUIRIES:    
  
Global Competence Support Centre: 
gcsc@sgs.com 
 
HK– Queenie Tse, Tel: +852 2765 3672 or 
Queenie.Tse@sgs.com 
 

Asia – Hong Kong,  
Tel: +852 2334 4481,  
mktg.hk@sgs.com 
 
Australasia – Perth.  
Tel: +61 (0) 3 9790 3418  
au.cts@sgs.com 
 
Europe – London – UK.  
Tel: +44(0) 203 008 7860 
gb.cts.sales@sgs.com 
 
Africa & Middle East – Turkey.  
Tel: +90 212 368 40 00 
sgs.turkey@sgs.com 
 
Americas – USA.  
Tel: +1 973 575 5252 
uscts.inquiries@sgs.com 
 
www.sgs.com/cgnr  

© SGS Group Management SA – 2015– All rights reserved 
- SGS is a registered trademark of SGS Group 
Management SA. This is a publication of SGS, except for 3rd 
parties’ contents submitted or licensed for use by SGS. SGS 
neither endorses nor disapproves said 3rd parties contents. 
This publication is intended to provide technical information 
and shall not be considered an exhaustive treatment of any 
subject treated. It is strictly educational and does not replace 
any legal requirements or applicable regulations. It is not 
intended to constitute consulting or professional advice. The 
information contained herein is provided “as is” and SGS does 
not warrant that it will be error-free or will meet any particular 
criteria of performance or quality. Do not quote or refer any 
information herein without SGS’s prior written consent. 

TABLE 2. INFORMATION REQUIRED FOR ECOLABEL 

INFORMATION REQUIRED HIGHLIGHTS  

Evidence showing compliance with the criteria Test reports, declaration etc 

Full formulation of the product  Trade name 

 Chemical name 

 CAS No. 

 INCI names 

 DID No. (ID No. of ingoing substance on the DID list) 

 Ingoing quantity 

 Functions of individual ingredient 

 Forms of individual ingredient 

Safety Date Sheet For each ingoing substance or mixture 

Packaging  No secondary packaging except groups >= 2 products together 

 Packaging Impact Ratio (PIR) must be < 0.28g of packaging/ gram of product 

 Design and composition of primary packaging 

Sustainable sourcing of palm oil, palm 
kernel oil and their derivatives 

Must be sourced from plantations that meet set criteria 

Fitness for use Demonstrate product’s efficacy in terms of primary function (e.g. cleaning) and any 
secondary function claimed (e.g. anti-dandruff) 

Information appearing on the EU Ecolabel Optional label 

It is crucial for all cosmetic, personal care and household products to be safe, 
effective and stable. SGS provides testing, inspection, auditing and consulting 
services to manufacturers, distributors and importers to ensure a high level of 
product quality in every area. Our state of the art laboratories offer custom-made 
solutions for chemical, biophysical, microbiological, stability and biological aspects. 
We also have extensive capabilities in performance testing, claim support studies 
and consumer panels. Our testing is conducted according to customer specific or 

recognised standard methods, some of 
which were developed by SGS. Our 
cosmetic safety assessors and other 
technical experts can support 
customers by making sure new 
products comply with regulatory 
requirements.  
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