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EU EXTENDS BAN ON NOVELTY AND NON-
CHILD-RESISTANT LIGHTERS FOR 1 MORE
YEAR

Commission Decision 2006/502/EC has been in force since May 11™ of 2006.The decision requires EU
Member States to take measures to ensure that only lighters which are child-resistant are placed on the market
and to prohibit the placing on the market of novelty lighters. Now this ban has been extended for the 6™ time
and is valid for another year until May 11" of 2013.

The aim of the requirements are to
reduce the amount of deaths and
injuries across the EU each year, that
result from domestic fires started by
young children playing with lighters.
Manufacturers and importers of lighters
are required to keep and to show on
request to EU authorities a report of a
child-resistance test. In addition
producers are required, to continuously
monitor the conformity of their lighters.
Distributors (including retailers) are
required to keep and to show on
request documentation identifying the
party from whom they obtained the
lighters supplied to them (see
2006/502/EC" for more details).

There are two guidelines providing
examples of novelty lighters and non-
novelty lighters published by the
European Commission available for

'Joint Market Surveillance Action on Child-Resistant Lighters and Novelty Lighters - Inventory of novelty
lighters

2 Joint Market Surveillance Action on Child-Resistant Lighters and Novelty Lighters - Inventory of lighter
downloading."/? designs that are considered not to be novelty lighters


http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2006:198:0041:0045:EN:PDF�
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2012:027:0024:0024:EN:PDF�
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/safety/prod_legis/inventory_novelty_lighters_nov_2008.pdf�
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/safety/prod_legis/inventory_novelty_lighters_nov_2008.pdf�
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/safety/prod_legis/inventory_novelty_lighters_nov_2008.pdf�
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/safety/prod_legis/inventory_novelty_lighters_nov_2008.pdf�
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/safety/prod_legis/inventory_non-novelty_lighters_nov_2008.pdf�
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Novelty Lighter Definition according to EN 13869:2002: - Defined as “...
flame-producing product...that resembles by any means to another object
commonly recognized as appealing to or intended for use by children”.
Common examples of novelty lighters are lighters with the outlook of toys such as
soccer balls, watches, telephones, animals, light or sound emitting lighters just to
name a few.

Only lighters that fulfill the following requirements are accepted on the EU
market.

- EN ISO 9994 - Lighters — Safety specification

- EN 13869 - Lighters — Child-resistance for lighters — Safety requirements and
test methods

Remark: This ban applies to disposable and inexpensive lighters. but excludes
those refillable lighters designed to last for at least five years, and

- which benefit from a written guarantee of at least two years;

- which can be repaired and safely refilled, and which include a repairable ignition
mechanism; and

- which contain parts that, if likely to wear out, can be replaced or repaired
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SOLUTIO™

Throughout our global network of
laboratories, we are able to provide a
range of services, including analytical
testing and consultancy for a wide
range of consumer products for the EU
and worldwide markets. Please do not
hesitate to contact us for further
information.

FOR ENQUIRIES:

Global Competence Support Centre: gcsc@sgs.com
HK- Jarno Franke, Tel: +852 2774 7495 or Jarno.Franke@sas.com
UK- David Smith, Tel: +44 (0) 2030087860 or David.Smith@sgs.com

Asia — Hong Kong. Tel: +852 2334 4481 Fax: +852 2144 7001 mkio.hk@sgs.com

Australasia — Perth. Tel: +61 (0) 3 9790 3418 Fax: +61 (0) 3 9701 0988 au.cts@sgs.com

Europe — London — UK. Tel: +44(0) 203 008 7860 Fax: +44 (0) 203 00 7870 gb.cts.sales@sgs.com
Africa & Middle East — Turkey. Tel: +90 212 368 40 00 Fax: +90 212 296 47 82 sqs.turkey@sgs.com
Americas — USA. Tel: +1 973 575 5252 Fax: +1 973 575 7175 uscts.inquiries@sgs.com
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