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SAFEGUARDS 

AMENDMENT OF 'HIGH-RISK' FEED AND 
FOOD PRODUCTS OF NON-ANIMAL ORIGIN 
UNDER REGULATION (EC) NO 669/2009 
The Regulation (EC) No 669/20091 lays down rules concerning the increased level of official controls to be 
carried out pursuant Article 15.5 of Regulation (EC) No 882/20042 on imports of certain feed and food of non-

animal origin at the first point of entry into the EU. Safeguard controls on certain 'high-risk' feed and food are 
listed in Annex I of Regulation (EC) No. 669/2009. The latest amendment is Regulation (EU) No 1235/20123, 

which applies from January 1st 2013. 

Since January 25th 2010 imports of certain feed and food of non-animal origin, from 
certain non-EU countries, which are considered to be 'high-risk' can only enter the EU 
through designated points of entry (DPE) where official controls will be carried out. A 
list of DPEs in all EU Member States is regularly updated on the EU Commission 
website4. A 'high-risk' product is feed or food that is either a known, or an emerging, 
risk to humans and animals. This may be due to the presence of contaminants and/or 
undesirable substances such as aflatoxins, Salmonella, viruses or pesticides.  

A list of the 'high-risk' products, country of origin and the frequency of checks can be 
found at Annex I of Commission Regulation (EC) 669/2009, as amended by 
Commission Regulation (EU) 1235/2012. In particular, for consignments of dried vine 
fruit from Afghanistan, watermelons from Brazil, strawberries from China, peas and 
beans from Kenya, mint from Morocco, watermelon seeds and derived products from 
Sierra Leone and certain herbs, spices and vegetables from Vietnam, the relevant 
sources of information indicate the emergence of new risks and/or a degree of non- 
compliance with the relevant safety requirements, thereby warranting the 
introduction of an increased level of official controls. The update is also amended to 
decrease the intensity of official controls of the commodities for which the available 
information indicates an overall improvement of compliance with the relevant 

1 http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CONSLEG:2009R0669:20101007:EN:PDF 
2 http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CONSLEG:2004R0882:20090807:EN:PDF 
3 http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2012:350:0044:0050:EN:PDF 
4 http://ec.europa.eu/food/food/controls/increased_checks/national_links_en.htm 

requirements provided for in Union 
legislation and for which the current 
frequency of official controls is 
therefore no longer justified. Finally the 
update is amended by deleting the 
entries for commodities for which 
available information indicates an 
overall satisfactory degree of 
compliance with the relevant safety 
requirements. 
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© 2013 SGS SA. All rights reserved. This is a publication of 
SGS, except for 3rd parties’ contents submitted or licensed for 
use by SGS. SGS neither endorses nor disapproves said 3rd 
parties contents. This publication is intended to provide 
technical information and shall not be considered an 
exhaustive treatment of any subject treated. It is strictly 
educational and does not replace any legal requirements or 
applicable regulations. It is not intended to constitute 
consulting or professional advice. The information contained 
herein is provided “as is” and SGS does not warrant that it will 
be error-free or will meet any particular criteria of performance 
or quality. Do not quote or refer any information herein without 
SGS’s prior written consent. 

SGS is committed to keeping you informed of regulatory news and developments. 
Leveraging our global network of laboratories and food experts, SGS provides a 
comprehensive range of food safety and quality solutions including analytical testing, 
audits, certifications, inspections and technical support. We continually invest in our 
world class testing capabilities and state-of-the-art technology to help you reduce 
risks, and improve food safety and quality. For further information please visit our 
website www.foodsafety.sgs.com. 
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