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SAFEGUARDS 

CHINA CNCA ENFORCES CMAF 
ACCREDITATION AND SUPERVISION OF 
FOOD CERTIFICATION BODIES 
On 31 October 2012, the Certificate and Accreditation Administration (CNCA) of the People’s Republic of China 
published an announcement to actively enforce China’s Metrology Accreditation Food Inspection Agency 

(CMAF). The purpose of CMAF accreditation and supervision for food certification bodies is to standardize the 
activities of food certification bodies. 

CMAF is responsible for the mandatory qualification of food certification bodies in 
China. CMAF monitors food and relevant testing, such as food, farm produce, food 
additive, health food and food packaging. 

The announcement authorized the Municipal Bureau of Quality and Technical 
Supervision at the province level to launch the following requirements: 

 Enforce training and persuade food certification bodies to obtain the 

accreditation by CMAF; 

 To strictly examine and approve food certification bodies to obtain accreditation 

by CMAF; 

 To complete the requirements for supervision of the accreditation of food 

certification bodies; 

 Investigate illegal behavior, unqualified and out of CMAF scope activity of food 

certification bodies; 

 CNCA will install a referral information system of all food certification bodies 

within the CMAF scope; 

The local Municipal Bureau of Quality and Technical Supervision has begun to arrange 
the supervision and investigation of CMAF accreditation, the scope of food 
certification bodies, and the penalization of laboratories for testing in violation of their 
scope.These laboratories in violation are to resolve their violations with action plans or 
will no longer to be accredited by CMAF. In China mainland, every food laboratory 
should be qualified under CMAF certification, and follow the CMAF regulation.  

Reference: 
http://www.cnca.gov.cn/cnca/zwxx/xwdt/zxtz/68
4933.shtml  
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FOR ENQUIRIES:      

Global Competence Support Centre: gcsc@sgs.com 
CN– Roy Zhao Tel: +86 21 61072711 or Roy.Zhao@sgs.com 

Asia – Hong Kong. Tel: +852 2334 4481 Fax: +852 2144 7001  mktg.hk@sgs.com 
Australasia – Perth. Tel: +61 (0) 3 9790 3418 Fax: +61 (0) 3 9701 0988 au.cts@sgs.com 
Europe – London – UK. Tel: +44(0) 203 008 7860 Fax: +44 (0) 203 00 7870 gb.cts.sales@sgs.com 
Africa & Middle East – Turkey. Tel: +90 212 368 40 00 Fax: +90 212 296  47 82 sgs.turkey@sgs.com 
Americas – USA. Tel: +1 973 575 5252 Fax: +1 973 575 7175  uscts.inquiries@sgs.com 

www.sgs.com/cts Global Competence Support Centre: gcsc@sgs.com 
If you wish to unsubscribe to this technical bulletin, go here: Unsubscribe 

© 2013 SGS SA. All rights reserved. This is a publication of 
SGS, except for 3rd parties’ contents submitted or licensed for 
use by SGS. SGS neither endorses nor disapproves said 3rd 
parties contents. This publication is intended to provide 
technical information and shall not be considered an 
exhaustive treatment of any subject treated. It is strictly 
educational and does not replace any legal requirements or 
applicable regulations. It is not intended to constitute 
consulting or professional advice. The information contained 
herein is provided “as is” and SGS does not warrant that it will 
be error-free or will meet any particular criteria of performance 
or quality. Do not quote or refer any information herein without 
SGS’s prior written consent. 

Presently, in China, SGS is the most qualified of all the 3rd party food laboratories, 
with certified laboratories in Shanghai, Guangzhou, Tianjin, Dalian, Qingdao and 
Ningbo and has the broadest CMAF qualification scope with over 200 products and 
5000 testing items. 

SGS is committed to keeping you informed of regulatory news and developments. 
Leveraging our global network of laboratories and food experts, SGS provides a 
comprehensive range of food safety and quality solutions including analytical testing, 
audits, certifications, inspections and technical support. We continually invest in our 
world class testing capabilities and state-of-the-art technology to help you reduce 
risks, and improve food safety and quality. For further information please visit our 
website www.foodsafety.sgs.com. 
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