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SAFEGUARDS 

CANADA AMENDS MAPLE PRODUCTS REGULATIONS 

On 31 December 2014, the Canadian government issued a notification regarding the amendment of their Maple 
Product Regulations.1 This was done because the colour and grading standards of the maple product regulation 

did not align with the standards/regulations from Ontario, Quebec and the United States (US). Additionally, 
there has been some consumer confusion over the naming of some the maple products, such as “light maple 

syrup” which some consumers took as meaning lower in calories, as opposed to light in colour.  

CONSUMER GOODS AND RETAIL 

Harmonisation of maple syrup standards with the US 
Canada and US producers are the world suppliers of maple syrup. Canada exports 
59% of its maple syrup production to the US. Harmonisation of the standards, while 
protecting the integrity of maple products, should also result in a positive impact on 
trade.  
 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has three grade names (US 
Grade A, US Grade B for Reprocessing, Substandard) for maple products. In addition, 
it has three colour standards for US Grade A products, Light Amber, Medium Amber 
and Dark Amber. There are no colour standards for the other grades. 
 
Prior to this update, Canada had three grade names (Canada No. 1, Canada No. 2, 
Canada No. 3), as well as colour standards of Extra Light, Light and Medium for 
Canada No.1, Amber for Canada No. 2 and Dark for Canada No. 3. The new regulation 
will have Canada Grade A and Canada Processing Grade, plus four colour standards 
under Canada Grade A: Golden (Delicate Taste), Amber (Rich Taste), Dark (Robust 
Taste) and Very Dark (Strong Taste). 
 
 Determination of the colour is based on light transmission utilising a 
spectrophotometer with matched square optical cells having a 10 mm light path at a 
wavelength of 560 nm. The colour values are expressed in the percentage of light 
transmission as compared to AR (Guaranteed Analytical Grade Reagent) glycerol 
which is fixed at 100 per cent transmission. Comparable methods are also allowed. 
 
 “Canada Grade A” maple syrup shall be regarded as in a colour class set out in 
Column I of the table, if its percentage of light transmission is that set out in Column 
II. 

1 Maple Product Regulations  

http://canadagazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2014/2014-12-31/html/sor-dors297-eng.php�
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FOR ENQUIRIES:    
  
Global Competence Support Centre: 
gcsc@sgs.com 
 
US–James Cook Tel: +97-575-5252 or 
James.Cook@sgs.com 
 

Asia – Hong Kong,  
Tel: +852 2334 4481,  
mktg.hk@sgs.com 
 
Australasia – Perth.  
Tel: +61 (0) 3 9790 3418  
au.cts@sgs.com 
 
Europe – London – UK.  
Tel: +44(0) 203 008 7860 
gb.cts.sales@sgs.com 
 
Africa & Middle East – Turkey.  
Tel: +90 212 368 40 00 
sgs.turkey@sgs.com 
 
Americas – USA.  
Tel: +1 973 575 5252 
uscts.inquiries@sgs.com 
 
www.sgs.com/cgnr  
 
 

© SGS Group Management SA – 2015– All rights reserved 
- SGS is a registered trademark of SGS Group 
Management SA. This is a publication of SGS, except for 3rd 
parties’ contents submitted or licensed for use by SGS. SGS 
neither endorses nor disapproves said 3rd parties contents. 
This publication is intended to provide technical information 
and shall not be considered an exhaustive treatment of any 
subject treated. It is strictly educational and does not replace 
any legal requirements or applicable regulations. It is not 
intended to constitute consulting or professional advice. The 
information contained herein is provided “as is” and SGS does 
not warrant that it will be error-free or will meet any particular 
criteria of performance or quality. Do not quote or refer any 
information herein without SGS’s prior written consent. 

TABLE 1.  

ITEM 
COLUMN I 
COLOUR CLASS  

COLUMN II 
PERCENTAGE OF LIGHT TRANSMISSION   

1 Golden, Delicate Taste (Doré, goût délicat) not less than 75.0 

2  Amber, Rich Taste (Ambré, goût riche)  less than 75.0 

but not less than 50.0 

Dark, Robust Taste (Foncé, goût robuste)  less than 50.0 

but not less than 25.0 

4 Very Dark, Strong Taste (Très foncé, goût prononcé) less than 25.0 

3  

SGS is committed to keeping you informed of regulatory news and developments. 
Leveraging our global network of laboratories and food experts, SGS provides a 
comprehensive range of food safety and quality solutions including analytical testing, 
audits, certifications, inspections and technical support. We continually invest in our 
world class testing capabilities and state-of-the-art technology to help you reduce 
risks, and improve food safety and quality. For further information please visit our 
website www.foodsafety.sgs.com. 
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