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SAFEGUARDS 

INDIA TO OPEN MARKET TO GLOBAL 
SUPERMARKET CHAINS 
On September 14, 2012, the Government of India announced its revised policy on Foreign Direct Investment 
(FDI) in the Indian retail sector. Following this announcement, on September 20, 2012, India’s Department of 

Industrial Policy & Promotion, of the Ministry of Commerce & Industry, issued (a) Press Note No. 4 of 2012 
relating to FDI in single-brand retail trading and (b) Press Note No. 5 of 2012 relating to multi-brand retail trading. 

These two Press Notes set out the amendments to India’s Consolidated FDI Policy dated April 10, 2012.  

Previously, India prohibited FDI in multi-brand retail trading at any ownership level and 
FDI was only permitted up to 51 percent in single-brand retail trading, despite earlier 
attempts at liberalization. As a result of the FDI Amendments, effective September 
20, 2012, FDI up to 51 percent is permitted in multi-brand retail trading, with the prior 
approval of the Foreign Investment Promotion Board and permitted up to 100 percent 
FDI in single-brand retail trading companies. Both are subject to the conditions 
defined in the press releases. 

SGS is committed to keeping you informed of regulatory news and developments. 
Leveraging our global network of laboratories and food experts, SGS provides a 
comprehensive range of food safety and quality solutions including analytical testing, 
audits, certifications, inspections and technical support. We continually invest in our 
world class testing capabilities and state-of-the-art technology to help you reduce 
risks, and improve food safety and quality. For further information please visit our 
website www.foodsafety.sgs.com. 

FOR ENQUIRIES:      

Global Competence Support Centre: gcsc@sgs.com 
DE-Ron Wacker Tel: + 49 40 301 012 65 or Ron.Wacker@sgs.com 

Asia – Hong Kong. Tel: +852 2334 4481 Fax: +852 2144 7001  mktg.hk@sgs.com 
Australasia – Perth. Tel: +61 (0) 3 9790 3418 Fax: +61 (0) 3 9701 0988 au.cts@sgs.com 
Europe – London – UK. Tel: +44(0) 203 008 7860 Fax: +44 (0) 203 00 7870 gb.cts.sales@sgs.com 
Africa & Middle East – Turkey. Tel: +90 212 368 40 00 Fax: +90 212 296  47 82 sgs.turkey@sgs.com 
Americas – USA. Tel: +1 973 575 5252 Fax: +1 973 575 7175  uscts.inquiries@sgs.com 

www.sgs.com/cts Global Competence Support Centre: gcsc@sgs.com 
If you wish to unsubscribe to this technical bulletin, go here: Unsubscribe 

© 2013 SGS SA. All rights reserved. This is a publication of 
SGS, except for 3rd parties’ contents submitted or licensed for 
use by SGS. SGS neither endorses nor disapproves said 3rd 
parties contents. This publication is intended to provide 
technical information and shall not be considered an 
exhaustive treatment of any subject treated. It is strictly 
educational and does not replace any legal requirements or 
applicable regulations. It is not intended to constitute 
consulting or professional advice. The information contained 
herein is provided “as is” and SGS does not warrant that it will 
be error-free or will meet any particular criteria of performance 
or quality. Do not quote or refer any information herein without 
SGS’s prior written consent. 
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