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CHILDREN'S CLOTHES ARE STILL UNSAFE

EN 14682 was harmonised in 2006 as part of the General Product Safety Directive
(2001/95/EC) and gives specifications for positioning, lengths and styles of cords and
drawstrings which may and may not be used in children’s clothing. For example:

. clothes with cords or drawstrings in the hood and the neck area carry risk of
strangulation where the cord or drawstring (typically with a knot or a toggle) can
get caught in for example playground equipment or furniture.

. clothes with cords or drawstrings which are too long at the back, the waist, on
the sleeve or lower hems of the garment carry the risk of getting caught for
example in doors of moving vehicles and the child is dragged along.

o clothes with elastic cords with three dimensional embellishments like toggles
carry the risk of injury to the eyes or teeth.

Non-conforming product and voluntary or enforced recalls of product from the
European marketplace are published on RAPEX; the “Rapid Exchange System” a
web based facility. The recent surveillance exercise together with the number of
published RAPEX recalls for this product area show that even though both the
Directive and the European Standard have been available for some time, non
conforming product is still widely available on the market.

In a drive to ensure maximum possible
circulation and awareness of this
information and to promote product
safety to its clients, SGS provides a
revamped and streamlined “PRODUCT
RECALLS" publication. From now on
this will be free and sent together with
the SafeGuardS. The “Product Recalls”
publication summarises the
notifications of unsafe consumer
products in the European, US and the
Australian markets.
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