SAFEGUARDS

SGS CONSUMER TESTING SERVICES

NEW EU TOY DIRECTIVE ADOPTED BY THE
EU PARLIAMENT JUST BEFORE CHRISTMAS

On Thursday 18", December the EU Parliament accepted the revision of the EU toy directive. The old Directive
88/378/EC has been in force since 1989.

Major changes compared to the
current toy directive 88/378/EEC are:

Definitions and specification of the

obligations of economic operators are

more detailed. The responsibilities

are detailed per economic operator:

e Manufacturers (product files must
be kept for 10 years, toys must
bear type/serial numbers),

e Authorized representatives,
e Importers,

e Distributors.

A requirement for an EC declaration
of conformity drawn up by the
manufacturer is added. Similar to
other CE directives the proposal is to
supply a declaration. A copy of the
declaration must be kept for 10 years
after the toy has been placed on the
market.

Requirements for production control and import from third countries are more
specified. Internal production control is based on the manufacturer's own
responsibility and requires self verification and monitoring of the manufacturing
process by the manufacturer in order ensure compliance of the manufactured
products.

Entry into force:

It is specified safety assessments/
risk assessments must be carried
out. Manufacturers are obliged to
identify any hazards that a toy may
present. The assessment must be
kept in the technical documentation.

It is expected the new directive will be published in the Official Journal in the EU
beginning of 2009. The transitional period will be 2 years after publication of the
new directive. For chemical requirements the transitional period will be 4 years.
During the transitional period both (the old and the new) directives can be used
to show compliance.



HARDLINES

Chemical properties

The revision strengthens the requirements for chemical properties:

Substances that are susceptible to provoke cancer, classified as
carcinogenic, mutagenic or toxic for reproduction (CMR) are not allowed in
toys.

55 listed allergenic fragrances may not be used in toys, only technically
unavoidable traces are allowed up to 100 ppm

The current directive restricts the migration of 8 elements (antimony,
arsenic, barium, cadmium, chromium, lead, mercury and selenium) for
which limits and test methods are specified in the standard EN 71-3. Many
new elements are added and migration limits allowed are specified. For
already regulated elements the migration limits are reduced by an overage
reduction of 50%. Two types of material are distinguished :

. Dry, brittle, powder-like or pliable toy material,

° Liguid or sticky toy material.

Mechanical properties

The changes to the requirements for mechanical properties are:

. Toys firmly attached to food are prohibited,

. Toys sold together with food must have their own packaging,

. New provisions for noise emitted toys will be established. The Commission
will mandate CEN to revise the standards regarding acoustic requirements,

° The Commission will mandate CEN to elaborate requirements for
children’s books made of cardboard and paper.

Warnings

° Strengthened rules regarding warnings: accurate, visible, clearly legible and
easy to read warnings shall be visible at the point of sale, including on line
shops,

. The misleading use of the warning “ not suitable for children under 3

years” is now legally prohibited.

The proposed directive sets more
stringent requirements for toys in
different area’s. SGS can support you
developing new skills that will enable

you to meet the new requirements.

. Risk assessment: PIE our
product integrity engineering
service can help you designing
safety into toys starting from
the design stage

. Production control: SGS can
assist you setting up factory
assessment and production
control program’s

. Chemical review: SGS can help
you review and assess the
chemicals used in your toys.

° Testing: although test methods
still need to be developed, SGS
can already provide
comprehensive methods to
assess if your products will
comply with the new
requirements. SGS will actively
involve in method development.

FOR ENQUIRIES:

Global Competences Support Centre:
Sanda Stefanovic, +(31-181) 694.517 or

Asia — Hong Kong. Tel: +852 2334 4481 Fax: +852 2144 7001

Australasia _ Perth. Tel: +61 (0) 3 9790 3418 Fax: +61 (0) 3 9701 0988

Europe — London —UK. Tel: +44(0) 20 8991 3410 Fax: +44 (0) 20 8991 3417
Africa & Middle East— Turkey. Tel: +90 212 225 0024 Fax: +90 212 296 47 82
Americas — USA. Tel: +1 973 575 5252 Fax: +1 973 575 1193

Global Competences Support Centre:

If you wish to unsubscribe to this technical bulletin, go here:

© 2008 SGS. All rights reserved. This is a publication of SGS,
except for 3¢ parties’ contents submitted or licensed for use
by SGS. SGS neither endorses nor disapproves said 3" parties
contents. This publication is intended to provide technical
information and shall not be considered an exhaustive
treatment of any subject treated. It is strictly educational and
does not replace any legal requirements or applicable
regulations. It is not intended to constitute consulting or
professional advice. The information contained herein is
provided “as is” and SGS does not warrant that it will be
error-free or will meet any particular criteria of performance or
quality. Do not quote or refer any information herein without
SGS's prior written consent.

WHEN YOU NEED TO BE SURE


mailto:gcsc@sgs.com�
mailto:Sanda.Steanovic@sgs.com�
mailto:mktg.hk@sgs.com�
mailto:au.cts@sgs.com�
mailto:gb.cts.sales@sgs.com�
mailto:sgs.turkey@sgs.com�
mailto:Marketing.CTS.US@sgs.com�
http://www.sgs.com�
mailto:gcsc@sgs.com�
http://www.sgs.com/cts_newsletter_unsubscribe_v2.htm?lobId=5547�

