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SAFEGUARDS 

EU ADDS NEW FIBRE TO LIST OF GENERIC 
FIBRE NAMES 
The European Commission has issued a new directive 2011/73/EU,1 which adds “polypropylene/ polyamide 
bicomponent” to Annex I of 2008/121/EC2.   Directive 2008/121/EC governs the use of generic fibre names and 

fibre content label requirements for products containing 80% or more of textile fibres.  

The directive 2011/73/EU shall become in force on 18 August 2011. According to this 
directive, polypropylene/polyamide bicomponent is defined as “a bicomponent fibre 
composed of between 10% and 25% by mass of polyamide fibrils embedded in a 
polypropylene matrix”.  
 
Readers are reminded that textile products that are sold in the European Union must 
carry a fibre content label in accordance to 2008/121/EC. It requires: 

• the disclosure of fibre composition using of generic fibre name listed in Annex I of 

2008/121/EC and subsequent directives (2009/121/EC3 and 2011/73/EU) amending 
this Annex. 

• and the disclosure of each fibre content by percentage weight 
1 EU directive 2011/73/EU  

2 EU directive 2008/121/EC  

3 EU directive 2009/121/EC  

© 2011 SGS SA. All rights reserved. This is a publication of 
SGS, except for 3rd parties’ contents submitted or licensed for 
use by SGS. SGS neither endorses nor disapproves said 3rd 
parties contents. This publication is intended to provide 
technical information and shall not be considered an 
exhaustive treatment of any subject treated. It is strictly 
educational and does not replace any legal requirements or 
applicable regulations. It is not intended to constitute 
consulting or professional advice. The information contained 
herein is provided “as is” and SGS does not warrant that it will 
be error-free or will meet any particular criteria of performance 
or quality. Do not quote or refer any information herein without 
SGS’s prior written consent. 

FOR ENQUIRIES:      
 

Softlines Guangzhou Textile Lab: Amos Lin Tel: +86(0) 20 8207 5166 amos.lin@sgs.com 
         Shanghai Textile Lab: Eric Wang   Tel: +86(0) 21 6115 6893 eric.wang@sgs.com 
 
Asia – Hong Kong. Tel: +852 2334 4481 Fax: +852 2144 7001  mktg.hk@sgs.com 
Australasia – Perth. Tel: +61 (0) 3 9790 3418 Fax: +61 (0) 3 9701 0988 au.cts@sgs.com 
Europe – London —UK. Tel: +44(0) 20 8991 3410 Fax: +44 (0) 20 8991 3417 gb.cts.sales@sgs.com 
Africa & Middle East – Turkey. Tel: +90 212 368 40 00 Fax: +90 212 296  47 82 sgs.turkey@sgs.com 
Americas – USA. Tel: +1 973 575 5252 Fax: +1 973 575 1193  uscts.inquiries@sgs.com 
 
www.cn.sgs.com Global Competences Support Centre: gcsc@sgs.com 

SGS SOLUTION 
Throughout our global network of 
laboratories and offices, we offer a 
range of high quality testing and 
consultancy services for garments, 
home textiles and accessories to 
ensure that fibre labelling meets all 
mandatory requirements. For more 
information on our services, please feel 
free to contact us or visit our website. 
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